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   Instead of the annual 
Taco Feed fundraiser, 
Brooklyn Primary School’s 
PTO is organizing Taco 
Tuesdays throughout 
February to raise money 
and support local 
businesses. 

     One restaurant will be 
featured each Tuesday. On 
that day, the business will 
donate 20% of the daily 
proceeds to Brooklyn PTO. 
The schedule is:

• Feb. 2: Delicioso
• Feb. 9: El Erradero
• Feb. 16: D&J Taco Shop
• Feb. 23: MC Taco Bus

     Brooklyn PTO funds field 
trips, assembles, artist vis-
its, and supports the staff 
and school.

Students pen winning essays
Local students earned recognition and prizes for essays they submitted to the 

VFW’s Patriot Pen and Voice of Democracy contests. Here are the essays:

What is patriotism to me?
By Ashlyn Dalton, 

first place

Patriotism “is a feeling of loyalty 
and allegiance . . . a patri-

ot shows their patriotism through 
their actions, by their choice” -Jesse 
Ventura. I agree. Patriotism does not 
lie simply in one’s love toward their 
country or lack thereof, patriotism to 
me is defined through the actions one 
displays to exalt their loyalty to and pride in their country.

One’s perception of patriotism is closely tied to their 
personal experience and exposure to it. My relationship 
with my grandfather, who fought in the Vietnam War, 
has provided me first-hand knowledge of the amount of 
courage and patriotism it takes for veterans to put them-
selves in brutal situations. My grandfather documented 
his experience in Vietnam through letters he sent home, 
“it feels like it’s below freezing . . . I have spots of jungle 
rot on my feet and neck . . . it’s been awful, miserable, 
rough” - John.

Veteran’s circumstances are not glorified, precisely the 
opposite. In the midst of war, soldiers are at the peak of 
vulnerability to mistreatment, malnourishment, and unsafe 
circumstances. At the expense of their family, their health, 
and their lives, they carry the weight  of their country’s 
future on their shoulders. However, their heroism is often 
criticized. Veterans devote themselves to our country 
through the good times and bad, regardless of the risks, 
circumstances, differences that divide our country, and 
the shame they endure. This bravery and dedication to 
one’s country is what makes veterans the rawest forms of 
patriots to me.

The American flag waves a powerful sense of valor, 
vigilance, and justice. As we stand for the flag, we exhibit 
patriotism and honor those who fought for our country’s 
future.

Continued on Page 4

Is this the country that our founders 
had envisioned when they had built 

America? In some aspects yes, but most 
of our country is completely the oppo-
site of what they had thought it would 
be, what they built it to be.

Our founders worked hard to make 
America a free country; a place where 
people have the right to their own 
religion, the right to vote, and the right 
to freely give an opinion or to choose 
what we do with ourselves. They gave 
it their everything to give us an option  
for our lives. They gave up their farms 
and families; the wealthy put down all 
of their money just to help build up our 
country for us. Our founding fathers 
intended us to be the “Entrepreneurs of 
America”. We need to meet the needs 
and demands of America today as an 
entrepreneur, just as our founding fa-
thers did. They wanted us to understand 
how blessed we are to have the free-
doms that we have been given unlike 
other countries.

But now, everything that they gave 
their lives for is worthless. Slowly our 
freedoms are fading. Our country is 
becoming tired of not getting what they 
want when they want it, so they decide 
to complain in wicked and unmannerly 
ways, such as riots. We are going down-
hill into a socialist country and soon to 
be communist, unless we do something 

about it. This is 
not at all what our 
founders wanted 
or envisioned.

If our founders 
worked hard to 
get things the way 
they wanted, then 
why is America 
throwing that 
aspect of our country down the drain? 
More people are becoming jobless, 
just because they don’t want to work. 
They want everything at the tip of their 
fingers. People are wanting free money 
and are hurting others for their benefit. 
Men and women are dying daily, just so 
that we can continue to keep our free-
doms. But people don’t seem to care 
anymore until it affects them.

The 2nd Amendment, our freedom to 
bear arms, is a freedom that should nev-
er be taken away. Our founders gave us 
this right so that we could be and feel 
safe. If that right gets taken away then 
more and more issues will occur. There 
could be an uprising in riots, resulting 
in many deaths and injuries. And not 
everybody will give up their firearms. 
There are criminals out there and they 
don’t care what the law is, that’s what 
made them criminals. 

Continued on Page 4

Is this the country the founders 
envisioned?       

By Makayla L. Rabourne, first place

Taco Tuesdays



Thanks, Alan!
Here is a shout out to Alan Glover 

for getting the front of South 
Baker Intermediate School looking great 
by getting rid of all the leaves.  Thanks 
for your hard work and getting this done 
for us.

Geno Bates

Hurray for subs!
An enormous shout out to our 

5J substitutes! As many of our 
schools have transitioned into in-person, 
our ability to stay in school has hinged 
on our strong substitute community. 
Thank you for coming in at a moment’s 
notice, thank you for adapting to all the 
new protocols, and thank you for keep-
ing our students and staff safe. We quite 
literally couldn’t do this without you!  

Phil Anderson

Thankful student
I’m just very appreciative of all 

my teachers because no matter 
what’s going on they end up making me 
laugh and have a better day. They try 
to stay positive and I really appreciate 
how much effort they are putting into 
distance learning this year! They are 
finding the best ways to teach us and are 
learning the technology with us as well, 
improving with each day!

Baker High School student via an 
anonymous survey

A musical day
Our new music teacher Duncan Ti-

tus was so great playing his tuba 
for the students at South Baker Interme-
diate as they waited in line outside in the 
cold for health screenings before Christ-
mas break. It was so heartwarming! We 
are thankful for his positive attitude and 
holiday cheer!

South Baker staff

Bus ride for caroling
We would like to thank Janice 

Wirth for driving the sleigh 
(bus) as Keating students went caroling 
through the valley. Mrs. Wirth drove us 

through snow, rain, and sleet to bring 
Christmas cheer to families in the valley. 
Thank you!

Keating staff and students

To the district leaders:
Shout out to the district office per-

sonnel who have worked tirelessly 
for many months so that our buildings 
remain operational, serving the stu-
dents in our community. It has been an 
ever-shifting process, and our district 
leaders and staff have made adjustment 
after adjustment, providing the resources 
to get the job done.

Greg Mitchell

Thanks, paras!
Shout out to the para-pros at South 

Baker! The paras always have fun, 
creative ideas when working with our 
students, and they put an additional dash 
of holiday spirit in the air before break! 
Thank you.

Erin Callahan

To Calli and Pam:
A big shout out to Calli Gulick and 

Pam Zemmer for all their hard 
work and diligence in working with all 
the COVID protocols and dealing with 
all the phone calls and students going 
home. Thank you for your hard work!

Geno Bates

Good job, Kati!
Shout out to Kati Stuchlik, BHS 

Graduation Coach, for all of her 
tremendous efforts managing and track-
ing the credit assurance plans from last 
Spring’s Distance Learning for All.

Greg Mitchell

New look at BELC gym
Shout out to the BSD 5J mainte-

nance crew (particularly John 
Owen, Josh Sanal, and Renae Scott) for 
the total gym transformation that oc-
curred over winter break at Baker Early 
Learning Center!

 Looks like an ice rink in there it’s so 
shiny!

Angela Lattin

To SBI staff:
A big shout out to the certified and 

classified Staff at South Baker 
for all their hard work and doing such 
an outstanding job considering all the 
COVID protocols  Great work and Hap-
py 2021!

Geno Bates

To Josh Sanal:
I want to thank Josh Sanal, night 

custodian at North Baker, for taking 
a tremendous load off of me. It is so nice 
to walk into the building in the morn-
ing and to find everything clean. The 
building has changed a lot in the last 
few months and a lot of resources and 
work went into the upgrade and how the 
building is being used. Josh has put a lot 
of work into keeping the building clean 
and safe.

John Owen

To BHS maintenance:
Shout out to the maintenance crew 

at Baker High School for keeping 
our facility thoroughly cleaned and dis-
infected. You guys keep us in operation.

Greg Mitchell
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Shout 

Outs

Janice Wirth decorated her bus to 
drive Keating students and staff 
around the valley to sing carols be-
fore Christmas break.

The gym at the Baker Early Learning Center (located in North Baker School) 
received a fresh look over winter break.
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Life after high school Maintenance 
update

Although this school 
year has been any-

thing but normal, the Baker 
School District mainte-
nance department continues 
to complete projects as 
the district invests in the 
upkeep of facilities and 
grounds.

Current projects in-
volve winter maintenance 
of equipment, as well as 
servicing heating units 
throughout the district.

“A lot of heating issues 
— it’s an ongoing battle 
with these old systems,” 
said Curtis Dunn.

The maintenance crew is 
installing touch-free faucets 
and soap dispensers in each 
building — a direct result 
of the coronavirus pandem-
ic. 

Maintenance is also 
responsible for the district 
supply of Vital Oxide, 
which is used to disinfect 
classrooms and surfaces.

Larger projects are still 
in-progress or delayed. 
Here is a look at the recent 
investments made by the 
district for building mainte-
nance:

North Baker BELC
• 2019-20: $433,420.32
• 2020-21: $1,927,052.97 

(Project complete)
Funds came from the Stu-

dent Investment Account, 
Oregon Community Foun-
dation, Ford Family Foun-
dation, and the district’s 
Capital Projects Fund.

BMS Seismic Project
• 2020-21: $6,463.09 
This is the initial invest-

ment; a $2.3 million seis-

mic grant will fund work in 
the summer 2022.

E-Rate Wiring Project
• 2019-20: $23,683.56 
• 2020-21: $43,983.74 
(Project complete)

Brooklyn parking lot
• 2019-20: $2,835.00 
• 2020-21: $55,885.50 
(Project complete, except 

for landscaping as required 
by city ordinance)

10th St. parking lot
• 2019-20: $7,248.74 
• 2020-21: $872.50 
(Project in process)

BHS Ag Dept. roof
•2020-21: $27,222.50 
(Project complete) 

Central Building 
hazardous building 
materials clean-up

Project scheduled to 
begin in the 2021-22 fiscal 
year: $500,000

Brooklyn Playground
• 2019-20: $35,829.38 
(Equipment purchased 

in 2019-20 and installed in 
2020-21) 

BHS parking lot
Project scheduled for 

summer of 2020-21 fiscal 
year 

The district budgets 
$50,000 to resurface park-
ing lots each year. BHS is a 
multi-year project.

North Baker field 
sprinkler system

• 2020-21: $10,046.23 
(Preparation is going on 

now for this project to take 
place in the spring/summer) 

The coronavirus pandemic 
changed education at all 

levels, and graduating seniors are 
facing a different world than their 
predecessors.

“Understandably, there’s a lot 
of reticence with both students 
and parents about enrolling in 
college next year and what that 
may or may not look like,” said 
Silas Turner, Baker High School 
counselor. “I think one of the big-
gest pieces of advice that I have is 
for students and parents to remain 
flexible and open minded with 
their post-high school options.”

He can offer advice for 
post-graduation plans, whether 
that means college, trade school, 
apprenticeships or the military.

“There are a host of options 
out there,” Turner said. “Many 
skilled trades are currently in high 
demand.”

Students who would like to 
discuss options for future plans 
can schedule an appointment with 
Turner. Send him an email at silas.
turner@bakersd.org.

Also, staff at the BHS/BTI Fu-
ture Center are available Monday 
through Thursday during 6th 
period, and after school from 3:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Baker Technical Institute, 
which is adjacent to BHS, offers 
advanced certifications in heavy 
equipment operation, welding, 
nursing, truck driving, and more. 
For information on attending BTI 
courses after high school, contact 
Sandy Mitchell at 541-524-2651, 
or send an email with your contact 
information to sandy.mitchell@
bakersd.org or online at bakerti.
org.

“The great thing about the 
partnership between Baker High 
School and Baker Technical 
Institute is that students can now 
choose from an ever-expanding 
list of options for their plans after 
high school,” Turner said. “Some 

students have known since their 
freshman year that they were 
college bound, however many stu-
dents want to cut costs and enter 
the workforce in the skilled trades 
potentially earning substantial 
starting salaries.”

BTI not only helps students 
explore a variety of career oppor-
tunities before they graduate from 
high school, but can also provide 
for a post-high school option.

“Through this partnership we re-
ally emphasize keeping all options 
on the table for student career 
pathways,” Turner said.  

Students who are considering 
secondary education are encour-
aged to first fill out the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid). Please contact Turner 
or the Future Center if you need 
assistance.

The next step is to apply for 
admission to the preferred college, 
trade school, or specialty program. 
Also, this is the time to request 
letters of recommendation (most 
scholarships require two).

Scholarships
The BHS scholarship page is 

an easy place to find scholarship 
applications. Go to bhs.baker5j.
org. Under “Student Resources,” 
click on “Scholarships.”

Turner said to look through the 
offerings and determine which 
ones you qualify for. Start with 
local scholarships first.

“For a community as small as 

ours, there is a tremendous amount 
of funding available for our grad-
uates from local businesses and 
organizations,” Turner said.

He emphasized that the Leo 
Adler Scholarship can now be 
used to attend BTI, based upon 
BTI now being a technical college 
in Oregon.

When looking through the 
scholarships, note due dates and 
set timelines. Students who need 
help applying for scholarships 
are encouraged to join the BHS 
ASPIRE program that matches a 
student with an adult mentor to 
meet on a weekly basis. Interested 
students can sign up in the guid-
ance office or email Turner.

Turner encourages students to 
consider the option of community 
college especially with the current 
uncertainty due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

For an example, he points to a 
2020 graduate who, rather than 
take distance courses at a four-
year institution, decided to take 
online classes through a communi-
ty college at a lower cost.

“A wise financial decision in my 
opinion as most, if not all, state 
colleges widely accept community 
college credit earned at Oregon 
schools should the student choose 
to return to the four year college,” 
Turner said.

He recommends that students 
research schools to see what the 
2021-2022 plan looks like — 
some may stay distance while 
others return to in-person.

He suggests asking these ques-
tions:

• If your school remains in dis-
tance learning, will I be required 
to pay for room and board?

• Will my tuition be discounted?
• When does your school 

anticipate a return to face to face 
instruction?

• Should I take a year to earn in-
dustry certifications while I attend 
other college courses online?

Need advice on post-
high school options?

• Silas Turner, BHS school 
counselor: silas.turner@
bakersd.org

• Sandy Mitchell, BTI: 
sandy.mitchell@bakersd.org

• Future Center at BHS
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Glendi Luna, a senior 
at Baker High School, 
has been selected to 

serve on the state of Oregon’s 
Latino/a/x Student Success 
Advisory Committee.

Glendi’s committee will be 
composed of Latino/a/x stu-
dents from across the state. In 
the role she, along with her fel-
low committee members, will 
provide student perspective and 
input on development of the 
state’s plan to address inequities 
within the education system.

Her first meeting was Jan. 21.
“We talked about challeng-

es and what we want for the 
future,” she said. “I can finally 
help other Latinas embrace 
their culture.”

As a committee member, 
Glendi will attend meetings 
held at least six times a year. 
Members of the committee can 
serve up to 2-year terms.

Some factors the team will 

address are:
 • Lack of access to technol-

ogy
• Lack of resources in rural 

communities
• Lack of access to childcare 

resources
• Lack of mental health 

resources
• DACA protections (DACA 

stands for Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals)
Ma’Lena Wirth, ELL coordi-

nator-family liasion/interpreter/
translator for Baker School 
District, encouraged Glendi to 
apply for the position.

“I knew she would be the 
right voice,” Wirth said. “We 
are all very proud of this young 
lady. She is taking on a tremen-
dous leadership role and will 
serve as an advocate for our 
region on these topics.”

Glendi was born in the U.S., 
but lived in Mexico for several 
years and wasn’t allowed to at-
tend school while there. When 
she moved back to Baker City 
as a freshman in high school, 
she worked hard to catch up.

Now she’s ahead of schedule 
on classes at BHS. Next fall, 
she plans to attend college to be 
an elementary school teacher 
through the Oregon Teacher 
Pathway program.

Gleni Luna appointed to 
state committee

Glendi Luna

More in-person days for students in grades 7-12 

Dalton:
Voting is yet another important way of displaying patriotism. From 

the Women’s Suffrage Act to the Civil War and other conflicts, activ-
ists and soldiers have fought whole-heartedly, through violent oppres-
sion, to shape what our country now has as a thriving democracy with 
equal rights. Ignoring one’s voice in our democracy is an attack on 
the efforts of the courageous suffragists and civil rights activists that 
endured horrific treatment. Together, by voting, American citizens can 
protect our right to vote and honor their legacy.

Patriotism unites our citizens through a sense of devotion and love 
toward our country. Demonstrated by veterans who risk their lives, 
citizens who honor our flag and those who fought for it, and voters 
who secure our future and commemorate our past are the essence of 
patriotism to me.

Rabourne:
So if people are weaponless then there are more chances of 

innocent people dying because they can’t defend themselves. Our 
founders gave this right for a pretty clear reason. We need to have this 
freedom.

Covid-19 is a great example of how our country is the opposite 
of what our founders had envisioned. People are rioting and throw-
ing tantrums because others won’t do what they want them to do. 
Our country started losing its freedoms even before the minute that 
masks were required, the minute that you were supposed to be in your 
homes for a period of time, and that distance that you are required to 
keep from others wherever you are. And now, this vaccine is coming 
out soon and guess what’s going to happen? Yes, one more freedom is 
going to be pried away from us; our right to medical freedoms. 

As Americans we have to take pride in our country. Patriotism is 
one of the things that our founders wanted for America. Standing and 
honoring our flag for those who fought and still are for our freedoms 
is a part of patriotism, but is another thing that people don’t want to 
do. People are becoming more and more disrespectful, and it is not 
what the founders had made America for. 

America is the land of the free and the home of the brave. That 
is what our founders built America upon. But does freedoms being 
taken away from our country sound like what our founders asked 
for? Now America was the land of the free and was the land of the 
brave. People are fighting for our rights daily and dying, and those 
people aren’t even getting a thank you anymore. America has become 
ungrateful because we are so spoiled. If people need money then they 
need to get a job, if people don’t want to get a job then that is not our 
President’s fault, that’s the person’s fault. America is getting lazy, and 
with laziness comes consequences. Our work ethics are not what they 
used to be. We need to work hard for what we want, not rely on our 
government for everything.

So to answer the big question. No, this is nothing like our founders 
had envisioned. America should be ashamed of how they are acting 
right now. Yes, there are many people who are being true Americans; 
who are taking pride in our country and who are being grateful for 
what they have. But there is a bigger population of those who aren’t 
and we need to stand up to that and get America back to the way our 
founders had originally made it to be. We need to get our freedoms 
back; work ourselves back up to the land of the free and the home of 
the brave. We still can be the “Entrepreneurs of America,” patriots, 
and we need to be grateful for our founders and those who continue 
daily to fight for our freedoms.

See more essays on Page 5

Beginning Jan. 25, in-per-
son schedules for Baker 

Middle and High School stu-
dents increased to two days a 
week. This move results from 
a change in the Ready Schools/
Safe Learners (RS/SL) guidance 
published Jan. 19 by the Oregon 
Department of Education which 
increases the cohort size from 50 
to 100 people per week. 

“This change allows us to tran-
sition to a rotation for secondary 
students to participate in-per-
son every other day, instead of 
one day a week,” said Baker 
5J Superintendent Mark Witty. 
“Secondary staff are excited for 

the opportunity to increase the 
amount of time they can interact 
with students in person.”

The Baker School District has 
been operating a regular schedule 
of in-person classes for ele-
mentary students since Oct. 14. 
Secondary students have been 
in-person one day a week since 
Nov. 9. 

Increasing the number of 
students on campus could 
impact the number of contact 
tracing calls in the event of a 
positive COVID-19 diagnosis. 
The district collaborated with 
Baker County Health Depart-
ment officials to ensure  back-

to-school plans follow state 
guidelines. Students are screened 
for symptoms of illness daily; 
individuals affected by exposure 
to COVID-19 are moved into 
distance learning for the quar-
antine period per Oregon Health 
Authority and Oregon Depart-
ment of Education guidelines. 

“This is a great day,” Witty 
said. “We appreciate the patience 
families have shown as we 
worked toward increasing time 
for our secondary students and 
will continue to follow the RS/
SL protocols to keep our stu-
dents, families and staff safe and 
healthy.”
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“You will never know how 
much it has cost my gener-

ation to preserve your freedom. 
I hope you will make a good 
use of it” - John Adams.

Putting into question the 
visions of our founding fathers, 
we put into question the very 
morality of the United States. 
Seven founding fathers devel-
oped a Constitution, a simple 
piece of paper that held their 
deepest aspirations for their 
newfound land of sovereignty. 
Nevertheless, as the United 
States has reformed shapes over 
the centuries, it has come time 
that we take a look at the bigger 
picture. Is this still the land that 
our founding fathers hoped for? 
The Bill of Rights gave way to 
show the morals that need to 
be bestowed upon the people. 
However, many of these ten 
amendments are put into a tug 
of war between political parties. 
No longer are we a country of 
solidification. We have split 
ourselves up based on personal 
amplifications, many of which 
are in the light of a single per-
son and not the overall wellness 
of the country. George Wash-
ington warned in his farewell 
address that creating political 
parties would only lead to the 
destruction of the Constitution’s 
manifestation. 

The Preamble of the Consti-
tution, the goals of the Ameri-
can government. Here, we can 
put to the test the envisionments 
of the founders, seeing if our 
political parties have created a 
barrier in allowing for a flour-
ishing country. Our country 
was built on six main goals: 
forming a more perfect union, 
establishing justice, domestic 
tranquility, providing for the 
common defense, promoting 
general welfare, and to secure 

the blessings of liberty. Begin-
ning the Preamble is the goal of 
forming a more perfect union. 
There is strength in unification, 
yet looking through the centu-
ries, we see our country separat-
ing itself, forming alliances, and 
then causing destruction to the 
other parties. Our fathers saw 
us as people who would always 
stand together in unity and gain 
retribution for one another. Yet, 
as I look into the eyes of our 
country now, I no longer see a 
spark of friendship, but a tear of 
separation that I’m afraid can’t 
be mended. 

Establishing justice, as 
Thomas Jefferson notes, is 
“the most sacred of the duties 
of government.” However, 
justice is completely up to the 
people, the very definition is 
what the people want it to be. 
I think of justice as a goal in 
which laws are fair and equal 
to all individuals. In recent 
years, I feel our country as a 
whole has diminished this part 
of our preamble. If one person 
in a group is corrupted or does 
something wrong, we worry 
not about justice but about 
destroying entire groups. For 
example, a police department 
has an officer who is corrupt. 
The officer is then suspended 
and/or terminated, and justice, 
in the eyes of the law, has been 
served. Yet, people are taking 
justice into their own hands 
and want to destroy the entire 
department. Our people have 
lost faith in the government our 
founders fought so hard to ob-
tain. Is it the peoples’ fault, or 
the governments’? The answer 
is one of difficult discussion. 
Flowing into justice, is an insur-
ing order in which the founders 
called domestic tranquility. 
The whole meaning behind 

a government is to maintain 
order in a nation state. Humans 
are far from saints, we make 
mistakes, and there needs to be 
repercussions and punishments 
in extreme cases. Without a 
system of order, nations would 
have a war within their borders. 
Personally, there is a difference 
between order and separation. 
I feel, though our country does 
not have a domestic war yet, it 
is coming faster than anyone 
could anticipate.

September 11, 2001. The very 
day our nation failed to provide 
for the common defense. This 
was the day our nation fell 
under attack by terrorists killing 
thousands of innocent lives. 
The United States was unable 
to prevent a devastating attack 
on our people. This is not what 
our country is supposed to be 
known for. We are supposed to 
be a force to be reckoned with, 
instead, we are a country that 
doesn’t want to hurt anybody’s 
feelings. When the Twin Towers 
were attacked no longer should 
that country be able to convene 
with us. We are a free nation, 
but we can’t put our own lives 
at risk for people in a country 
that wants our destruction. 
Providing for the common de-
fense means that as the people, 
we need to let our government 
protect us instead of fighting 
against them. 

What type of mark do we, 
the people, want to make in our 
community, nation, and world? 
The government provides 
common welfare to allow the 
chance for every citizen to 
flourish and make a difference: 
like public schooling. Educa-
tion is something that all of 
the founders found necessary 
in order to be successful. Our 
country has been able to make 

learning 
accessible 
to every 
type of person. I feel provid-
ing for the general welfare has 
always been a top priority in 
the eyes of the government, 
and has adapted throughout the 
centuries. 

Ending the Preamble is 
for the country to secure the 
blessings of liberty to the 
people. Liberty, in of itself, is 
an opinionated term in allowing 
freedom to oneself. However, 
our freedoms, our natural rights, 
are depicted by our personal 
perspectives. To interpret, the 
bill of rights, as well as the 
previous five goals, were the 
government’s way of giving 
liberty to the people. Howev-
er securing these liberties to 
everyone equally and fairly 
has been a common struggle 
over the decades. Our founders, 
however, knew that with liber-
ties came the need for law and 
order. Personally, I feel like in 
today’s society we respect those 
liberties as well as the reper-
cussions that come from being 
advantageous. 

Envisioning these goals, our 
founders felt sure that hundreds 
of years later, our country 
would be flourishing. Yet, we 
are becoming our own demise. 
As a proud American patriot, 
I feel that in order to be what 
our founders envisioned for our 
country, we need to look at our 
nation’s foundations. Who we 
are supposed to be is who we 
should be becoming. As Thom-
as Jefferson praises, “I like the 
dreams of the future better than 
the history of the past.” There is 
much change to be made if our 
country will ever be a flourish-
ing nation of sovereignty and 
prosperity.

Is this the country the founders envisioned?       
By Makayla Mills, 2nd place

During the summer 
of 1787 at the Phil-

adelphia Convention, the 
Founding Fathers of Amer-
ica gathered 
together with 
the intention 
of constructing 
a new gov-
ernment that 
would balance 
a strong federal government 
with the will of the individual 
citizen. They envisioned a 
place where all men had equal 
rights and that the voice of 
the land would come from the 
citizens via popular sover-
eignty. In the preamble to 
the Constitution they wrote, 
“We the people people of the 
United States, in order to form 
a more perfect union, estab-
lish justice, insure domestic 
tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty.” 
These words were set to 
become the basis for our lives 
as American citizens. How-
ever, in our nation today, the 
genuine intent of these words 
is not quite what the Founders 
envisioned as we struggle to 
extend equality to all of the 
members of our great nation 
and face a government system 
that is a balancing act of polit-
ical control versus the will of 
the American people. 

Riots, protests, inner-city 
violence, and other displays 
of unrest from our citizens 
can be seen around the nation 
as the public has taken it into 
their own hands to work to-
wards “a more perfect union.” 

See page 6

Is this the country 
the founders 
envisioned?       

By Sydney Keller, 
3rd place



6  February 2021 •  www.baker5j.org Bulldog Pride

Spotlights
Happenings from 

around the district

Keller essay, continued from page 5

The dispute of equality between men and 
women, American citizens and immigrants, and 
many races has set our nation at ends where both 
equal rights and domestic tranquility are lost in 
the madness. This inequality is further illustrated 
by disparities between adults in the workforce 
where certain races and genders are given better 
opportunities to attain jobs than others. Most 
commonly, women and people of color see this 
social oppression, just like they have since the 
beginnings of our nation, and continue to fight 
for a place where everyone can be seen as equals. 
The initial idea for our nation was that the right of 
equal opportunity would be granted to everyone, 
but from the past to our present day, we have yet 
to completely fulfill this promise. 

After the rule of the British monarchy, prior 
to the Revolutionary war, the American people 
feared an overpowering government. So, the 
founders saw to it that the federal government 
would have controlled amounts of power, limited 
through a series of checks and balances. Through-
out the years, however, this balancing act in our 
government has been taken advantage of to the 
point that they have grown in their control over 
our citizens. Some politicians today are in gov-
ernment their entire life without ever experiencing 
life as a common citizen in the private sector 
which would allow them to fully understand the 
impact of laws they have imposed. Our founding 
fathers wanted this land to be one with citizen 
equality balanced by the federal government, but 
at the present, a social injustice of unequal taxa-
tion that punishes the middle class citizens pre-
vails. The ideas of social justice and redistribution 
of wealth threaten our nation as they knock down 
people fulfilling a life of work and fail to motivate 
people who live off of the system.

America was built upon the promise of equal 
rights and opportunity as well as under a gov-
ernment directed by popular sovereignty from its 
citizens. Yet, as we fall short of this ideal America 
envisioned by the Founders, our mission moving 
forward is to continue working for a place where 
everyone is given the same opportunities, the im-
position of government is just, and it only occurs 
by the will of the people. As American citizens 
and especially the young generations, it is our job 
to be the change that pushes for the betterment of 
our great nation, so that we the people of the Unit-
ed States of America, can reach our full potential 
that the Founding Fathers envisioned for us.

Students at Brooklyn Primary School made 
good use of recess to roll big balls of snow 
across the field.

Winter recess at Keating School involves snow clothes, snow boots, and gloves — whether the activ-
ity is building snowmen or forts from snow, or sledding down the slope across the playground.

Winter recess: 
snow much fun
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COVID-19 vaccine

Vaccines for COVID-19 
have arrived in Oregon, 

and doses are first going to those 
in the healthcare field (doctors, 
nurses, emergency medical 
personnel, etc.) and to people 
in high-risk situations, such as 
nursing homes.

The next group to receive vac-
cines will be teachers, then older 
residents who will be scheduled 
based on age.

The Baker County Health De-
partment is following recommen-
dations set by the Oregon Health 
Authority (OHA).

As of Jan. 27, the health 
department did not have a set 
schedule for vaccination clinics. 
Check the website at www.baker-
countycovid19.com for updates.

OHA recommendations for 
distributing the vaccine: 

• Phase 1A: Currently eligible. 
Includes hospital staff, urgent 
care, skilled nursing and memo-
ry care personnel and residents, 
tribal health programs, emergen-
cy medical services, long-term 
care facilities, caregivers of med-
ically fragile children or adults.

• Phase 1B: Dates are subject 
to change and depends on the 
availability of vaccine. These 
groups include:

   • Group 1: K-12 and early 
learning educators and staff, 
childcare providers (Jan. 25)

   • Group 2: 80 and older 
(Feb. 8)*

    • Group 3: 75 and older 
(Feb. 15)*

    • Group 4: 70 and older 
(Feb. 21)*  

    • Group 5: 65 and older 
(Feb. 28)*

*Dates depend on 
vaccine availability

Vaccine Q&A from the CDC
Can a COVID-19 vaccine make me sick with COVID-19?
    No. None of the authorized and recommended COVID-19 vaccines or 
COVID-19 vaccines currently in development in the United States contain the 
live virus that causes COVID-19. This means that a COVID-19 vaccine cannot give 
you COVID-19 but can give you COVID-like symptoms.
    There are several different types of vaccines in development. All of them 
teach our immune systems how to recognize and fight the virus that causes 
COVID-19. Sometimes this process can cause symptoms, such as fever. These 
symptoms are normal and are a sign that the body is building protection against 
the virus that causes COVID-19. Learn more about how COVID-19 vaccines work.
     It typically takes a few weeks for the body to build immunity (protection 
against the virus that causes COVID-19) after vaccination. That means it’s possi-
ble a person could be infected with the virus that causes COVID-19 just before 
or just after vaccination and still get sick. This is because the vaccine has not 
had enough time to provide protection.

After getting a COVID-19 vaccine, will I test positive for COVID-19 on a 
viral test?
    No. Neither the recently authorized and recommended vaccines nor the 
other COVID-19 vaccines currently in clinical trials in the United States can cause 
you to test positive on viral tests, which are used to see if you have a current 
infection. 
    If your body develops an immune response — the goal of vaccination — 
there is a possibility you may test positive on some antibody tests. 

If I have already had COVID-19 and recovered, do I still need to get vaccinated 
with a COVID-19 vaccine?
     Yes. Due to the severe health risks associated with COVID-19 and the fact 
that re-infection with COVID-19 is possible, vaccine should be offered to you 
regardless of whether you already had COVID-19 infection.

Will a COVID-19 vaccination protect me from getting sick with COVID-19?
     Yes. COVID-19 vaccination works by teaching your immune system how to 
recognize and fight the virus that causes COVID-19, and this protects you from 
getting sick with COVID-19. 

Will a COVID-19 vaccine alter my DNA?
     No. COVID-19 mRNA vaccines do not change or interact with your DNA in any 
way.
     Messenger RNA vaccines — also called mRNA vaccines — are the first 
COVID-19 vaccines authorized for use in the United States. mRNA vaccines 
teach our cells how to make a protein that triggers an immune response. The 
mRNA from a COVID-19 vaccine never enters the nucleus of the cell, which is 
where our DNA is kept. This means the mRNA cannot affect or interact with our 
DNA in any way. Instead, COVID-19 mRNA vaccines work with the body’s natural 
defenses to safely develop immunity to disease.

 Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/facts.html

School district 

qualifies for 
$4 million 

matching grant

Stay updated at 
www.bakercounty 

covid19.com

Baker School District 5J has been se-
lected to receive $4 million in state 

matching grant funds from the Oregon 
Department of Education’s Oregon School 
Capital Improvement Matching (OSCIM) 
program.

Only districts that plan to submit a gen-
eral obligation bond measure in May 2021 
were allowed to apply, and those selected 
must successfully pass bond measures to 
collect the OSCIM funds.

The Baker School Board is considering 
seeking a $4 million bond measure to up-
grade mechanical and electrical systems in 
all schools and to construct a kitchen/cafe-
teria at Baker Middle School. Bond funds 
would also be used for safety and security 
improvements at every school.

“We have the opportunity to capitalize 
on a state matching grant to do some much 
needed repair work on our school buildings 
plus address safe access issues,” said Julie 
Huntington, board member. “The grant 
requires a community match (a bond), and 
the district will also be matching with our 
capital projects allocations.”

A final decision on whether to move 
ahead with a bond measure will be made at 
the February 18 board meeting.

The OSCIM grant program was estab-
lished by the 2015 Oregon Legislature. The 
intent of the program is to provide match-
ing grant funds to school districts as a way 
to increase community support for school 
facility bond elections.

In all, 11 Oregon districts were approved 
to receive a combined $43.1 million in OS-
CIM funds if they approve bond measures 
in May 2021. 

As part of their applications, the dis-
tricts were required to describe the types 
of projects the grant dollars would fund, 
along with a facilities assessment and a 
long-range facilities plan.
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The transportation 
system

In most years, the Baker 
School District has 12 drivers 
who cover 12 routes to trans-
port students to school.

2020-2021 is not a typical year.
To ensure the health of stu-

dents and drivers, buses must 
limit the number of students 
— one per seat, or family mem-
bers can sit together. To help 
with this physical distancing, 
the district added two routes 
and three bus drivers.

In addition to the morning 
and afternoon transporting 
of students, bus drivers shut-
tle Baker Middle School stu-
dents to classes at Baker High 
School.

Missing this year — so far — 
are field trips and sports trips.

35 years of driving a school bus

Miles of memories
Wendee Morrissey started driving 

a school bus when CB radios 
were the standard way to communicate.

“From CBs to cell phones,” she says 
with a grin. “I wish I knew how many 
miles I’ve driven. Close to a million or 
more probably.”

Morrissey retired Jan. 1, 2021 after 
35 years of driving a school bus for 
the Baker School District. Of those, 29 
years were full-time. 

Although officially retired, she is 
finishing out this school year — and 
what a year it has been with increased 
sanitation measures, mask wearing, and 
no sports trips due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“A whole lot different,” she said.
Morrissey grew up in the Keating 

area, and well remembers her own bus 
drivers: Earl Flint, Lucy Love, and Bev 
Staten.

She graduated from Baker High 
School in 1982, and began her job with 
the district in 1985 when the need arose 
for a driver in the Keating area.

Morrissey lives near Medical Springs, 
and keeps the bus at her home. Her day 
starts at 5:30 a.m. when she heads out 
to collect students. In town, she shuttles 
students from Baker Middle School to 
Baker High School throughout the day, 
then delivers students home at the end 
of the day.

She’s seen a lot of children grow up 
during her years of driving a bus.

“I’m on the third generation of kids,” 
she said. “I went to school with their 
grandparents.”

When asked about some favorite 
memories, Morrissey pauses as she 
shifts through 35 years of bus rides.

The first she mentions is not a happy 
memory, exactly, but one that she’ll 
always remember.

She’d taken the tennis team to Pend-

leton, and was reading her book in the 
bus during the matches. She was parked 
near the river.

“I look up and there’s a little kid, 
maybe 3, walking down the road by 
himself,” she said.

She couldn’t see any adults nearby, 
and the little boy veered off the road 
toward the river.

With a thought of “this is not good,” 
Morrissey left the bus and went after 
the child. She talked to him, and started 
walking him back down the road.

“Here comes mom down the road and 
she says ‘Oh thank God!’ It was scary, 
but I felt I was in the right spot at the 
right time,” she said.

Bus drivers see all types of weather, 
and the worst trip she can recall was to 
Milton-Freewater. They left early for an 
all-day wrestling tournament. The road 
conditions weren’t great.

“We were chained from Baker,” she 

said.
The freeway was closed at La Grande, 

so she pulled in to the Oregon State 
Police parking lot. Just as she prepared 
to head home, an OSP trooper ran out to 
tell her the freeway was open.

“We went over the mountain. Then the 
roads closed,” she said.

The freeway opened before they head-
ed home that evening.

It was a long night.
“We came home at 10 miles an hour,” 

she said. “It ended up being a 23 and a 
half hour day.”

Growing up, she remembers the spe-
cial treats from her bus drivers. On her 
own route, she’s carried on the tradition. 
In the early 1990s, she treated her riders 
to McDonalds on the last day of school.  
These days her end-of-school gifts 
might be a brownie from The Little Pig.

“I’ve had a wonderful group of kids in 
the Keating valley,” she said.

Wendee Morrissey retired Jan. 1 after 35 years of driving a school bus for the 
Baker School District. She will finish out this school year.


