
Marco Valerio poured 
extra-virgin olive oil 
into the sauce pan, then 

added a pile of chopped onions, 
carrots, and garlic.

Soon students started blinking 
their eyes as the pungent aroma 
of cooking onions fills Valerio’s 
second-floor classroom at Baker 
Middle School.

He and his mom, Allison Vale-
rio, demonstrated the Italian way 
of making pasta sauce (called salsa 
rossa) during a period of Cultural 
Exploration of Italy.

“Today we’ll make it from 
scratch. Tomorrow we’ll eat it,” he 
said.

As his mom prepared fresh 
herbs, Valerio concocted a dipping 
sauce of olive oil from his fam-
ily’s trees in Italy, plus balsamic 
vinegar, salt, and pepper.

This dip plus homemade bread-
sticks gave students something to 
munch while the sauce simmered.

“When I was little, this was my 
snack,” Valerio said.

This class is one of seven new 
social studies offerings this year at 
BMS. The department alternates 
years for U.S. History and World 
History, and classes are mixed 
seventh- and eighth- graders.

This year for world history 
Valerio, fellow teacher Emily 
Mery, and Principal Skye Flanagan 
brainstormed new classes focused 
on specific time periods that met 
the state standards. In the past, 

teachers had only a few days or a 
week to cover topics such as World 
War I.

A list of 20 options was whittled 
down after surveying students.

“This has been a four-year pro-
cess,” Valerio said.

This year’s classes are Ancient 
Greece and Rome, Military His-
tory, World War I and II, Cultural 
Exploration of France and Italy, 
Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt, 
Medieval Europe, and China and 
Japan.

Valerio and Mery divided the 
classes. All are semester long, with 

the exception of Cultural Explora-
tion of France and Italy. For that 
course, the two teachers combine 
to each teach a quarter — Mery’s 
section is France, while Valerio 
teaches about Italy (she spent 
three weeks in France as a short 
exchange; his father was born and 
raised in Verona, Italy).

“It’s been great,” Mery said. 
“I find students are engaged, 
especially if they got their first 
choices.”

The two teachers combined art, 
writing, cooking, and experiences 
while teaching their classes.

Valerio, for instance, upturned 
his desks one day and strung 
string to simulate trenches. Upon 
entering the class, students chose 
a number between 1 and 20. 
Throughout his lecture that day 
(swapping between his German 
and British helmets), Valerio rolled 
a 20-sided dice to decide which 
students were casualties of an 
artillery barrage. Any heads lifted 
above the trench were in danger of 
sniper fire.

“In the bulletin the next morn-
ing, I listed all the casualties,” 
Valerio said.
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Exploring world history

Students in Marco Valerio’s Cultural Exploration of Italy class take a peek at the simmering pasta sauce 
made from scratch by Valerio, and his mom Allison, far left.

February
13: Chili dog fundraiser 
at South Baker Interme-
diate School, 4:30-7 p.m.
17: Presidents Day, no 
school
20: School board meets, 
6 p.m., Baker City Hall 
21: School day
28: Brooklyn Primary 
Taco Feed/Silent Auc-
tion/Raffle/Book Fair; 
5-7 p.m. at Baker High 
School

March
19: School board meets, 
6 p.m., Baker City Hall 
23-27: Spring break

April
17-19: “Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” present-
ed by BHS drama club

Baker High School, Baker Technical Institute, Eagle Cap Innovative High School, Baker Middle 
School, South Baker Intermediate, Brooklyn Primary, Haines, Keating
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A staff room makeover

Huge shout out to Angela
Lattin, Erin Justus, 

Amanda Washington and family, 
and Jessica Dalton for volunteer-
ing time over break to paint and 
organize our staff room. You all 
are greatly appreciated and go the 
extra mile for our school! 

Jill Welter

To Jebron Jones:

In my 26 years as a second-
ary public-school teacher 

and 7 years as a professor in the 
school of education at Northwest 
Nazarene University, I have never 
observed an action that I felt com-
pelled to write such a letter as I am 
sending you.

My husband and I attended the 
Baker High School versus Fruit-
land High School basketball game 
this evening. When the buzzer 
sounded to end the first half of the 
varsity game, players exited the 
floor and immediately a horde of 
Fruitland’s elementary and middle 
school students, “wanna be basket-
ball stars” inundated the gym floor.

Your coach, Mr. Jebron Jones, 
his team having lost the lead in the 
last 2 minutes of the half, STILL 
stopped, got down eye-level with 
several students and shared some 
dialogue and shooting pointers 
before entering the locker room. I 
could not hear what was said, but 
the students were genuinely ex-
cited by the high 5s they received 
from Mr. Jebron Jones. Mr. Jones 
demonstrated this same action 
when he returned to the court to 
begin the second half of the game. 
Again taking time and making 
connections with young students. 
The Baker Bulldogs lost the game; 
however, several young individu-
als from Fruitland were encour-
aged and validated by your coach’s 
actions.

I belive that kindness and 
encouragement in words create 
confidence. Kindness and en-
couragement in thinking creates 

profoundness, and kindness and 
encouragement in giving can cre-
ate change.

The measure of a true coach is 
not his/her win-loss ratio, but one’s 
commitment and passion to build 
optimism, hope and validation of 
an individual’s uniqueness and 
self-worth. Your coach did this 
tonight and I felt it important that 
Baker School District administra-
tion be made aware.

Debra Ujiiye

Family Nights are fun!

Thank you Baker City fami-
lies for coming the Family 

Nights at Brooklyn Primary! It is 
so much fun.

Sharon Paine

Thanks for the help!

A huge shout out to Marla’s 
Mall and Susan Myers for 

donating materials to our annual 
Ugly Christmas Sweater Work-
shop. With your help, as well as 
donations from the community, 42 
students were able to create ugly 
Christmas sweaters for the contest 

prior to Christmas break. Thank 
you to all who made this possible.

With gratitude,
Mrs. Shandra Lee 

Mrs. Melody Webb 
Mrs. Donna Valentine

 
Thanks, Coach Jimmy!

I have had the honor of hav-
ing Coach Jimmy work in my 

classroom as a paraprofessional 
for many years. He is a compas-
sionate and hard-working man. He 
is a wonderful role model for our 
students at Baker Middle School. 
For many students, Coach Jimmy 
is the only father figure they know. 
Coach Jimmy does an extraordi-
nary job working with our students 
in the classroom, as well as in 
sports.

Thanks for do for all of us!
Shandra Lee

Snow removal is nice!

It is so nice on these snowy 
mornings to find freshly 

shoveled sidewalks and plowed 
parking. Our maintenance crew is 
up early and at it on these morn-
ings. This is just one of the MANY 

things that you do that I am very 
appreciative of. Thank you Curtis, 
Al, Mike, Tony, Robert, and 
Jeremy.

Sandy Harper

Thanks, maintenance!

I would like to give a shout out 
to the maintenance department 

for their hard work over Christmas 
break creating a separate space for 
our staff. And their continued work 
to help with making it look like 
a room. It’s nice to finally have a 
separate space. I know he probably 
doesn’t read this, but I owe you, 
Mr. Dunn!

Erin Justus

Thanks, Jessica!

I’d like to give a shout out 
to Jessica Dalton for all the 

work she’s been doing with our 
wellness grant. She’s coming up 
with some fun and innovative 
ideas, and I know many of us are 
really appreciating it!

Karen Tannehill

Family Night at Brooklyn

My family has attended 
every Family Night held 

at Brooklyn Primary this year, and 
it’s become one of our favorite 
parts of the month. Not only do I 
not have to worry about dinner that 
night, it is fun to visit with other 
parents in a relaxed atmosphere. 
Angela Lattin and the crew who 
organize these nights are doing an 
awesome job. Watch the Brooklyn 
newsletters and Facebook page for 
updates and come join us!

Lisa Jacoby

To Annetta Evans:

I would like to give a shout-out 
of gratitude to Annetta Evans 

for all she does to support the stu-
dents at Eagle Cap. Annetta meets 
our students everyday “where they 
are at,” be it ready for algebra, 
ready for language arts, in need of 
a homemade snack, or just a chat 
with someone who cares. Annetta 
Evans is a model for the concept of 
student-centered pedagogy and a 
great teacher-leader. 

Further, as Eagle Cap under-
goes systemic change, Annetta 
has taken the lead in creating new 
systems of student management 
that I can hardly keep up with. An-
netta once said we should “Create 
a school that fits the kids, rather 
than trying to make the kids fit the 
school.” With her leadership, we 
might well be on our way. Thank 
you, Mrs. Evans, for all you do!

Dr. Thomas Joseph

Amazing bus drivers

I want to thank all our AMAZ-
ING bus drivers!! They are 

always so helpful in making sure 
our kids get home safely!

Kisha Dunlap

Like a family

I really appreciate how South 
Baker Intermediate staff take 

care of students and staff; it’s a 
great family.

Erin Callahan

Shout Outs

Baker Middle School students created ugly sweaters for a school competition prior to winter break. Items were 
donated by Marla’s Mall and the community.



District launches alumni website
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Site designed as a gathering place for alumni and retired faculty

Baker School District 
has launched a website 
designed to be a gather-

ing place for alumni of Baker High 
School and retired district faculty.

The link is www.bakerhigha-
lumni.org.

The site provides a place for 
alumni to register and also post in 
a forum discussion. This will en-

able Baker High graduates to share 
information about reunions and 
search for classmates.

Those who sign up as retired 
faculty also have the ability to post 
in a forum discussion.

In addition to connecting alum-
ni, the site features a “Media and 
Press” link which includes press 
releases, electronic versions of the 

district’s Bulldog Pride publica-
tion, and other current news about 
the district.

A link on the home page makes 
it easy to request a high school 
transcript. District calendars and 
activity schedules will be uploaded 
for the convenience of those inter-
ested in staying up-to-date on local 
events. A “Ways to Help” tab will 

provide information on those who 
would like to give back time or 
resources to their alma mater.

Through the creation of this 
website, the District hopes to pro-
vide a conduit for former graduates 
and retired staff to stay connected 
with their school and their fellow 
graduates.

Graduates of Baker High 
School and retired faculty 
are encouraged to join the 

new alumni website.

Link: bakerhighalumni.org

Alumni website

Future Center helps students 
prepare for life after high school 
Life after high school is a 

big step, and the Baker 
Future Center is helping ease that 
transition by providing students 
opportunities to plan for their post-
graduation life.

The Future Center is located at 
BHS. Adriene Oster is the facilita-
tor.

The center, she said, helps 
students explore various options 
such as college, trade school, the 
military, and careers.

“We’re trying to get students 
exposed to more career options,” 
Oster said.

Current graduation require-
ments include a career research 
paper (Extended Application), 
job shadow, resume, practice job 
interviews, and financial literacy 
lessons. Advisory classes utilize 
lessons in Virtual Job Shadow to 
meet other requirements for em-
ployability and team building.

College and career fairs
This spring the Future Center 

organized a trip to a CTE (career 
technical education) open house at 
Treasure Valley Community Col-
lege on February 6, and will take 
students to a Career Expo at the 
Idaho Center in Nampa on March 
3. Students can sign up outside the 
Future Center.

Locally, the second-annual 

Baker County Job Fair will be held 
Thursday, April 9, at the Baker 
County Event Center. The morn-
ing is reserved for students only, 
and Oster said juniors and seniors 
from all Baker County schools will 
participate. Students will complete 
a passport as they talk to employ-
ers from at least four booths (three 

businesses and one college or 
military representative).

Oster said students will be 
encouraged to have their resume 
available for prospective employ-
ers.

The job fair will be open to the 
general public the same day from 1 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Scholarship work parties
The Future Center hosted its first 

scholarship work party of the year 
in January. These sessions are open 
to seniors, juniors, and sopho-
mores. Another is planned for late 
February. For information, check 
the center’s pages on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Decision Day
This spring BHS will feature 

Decision Day, an all-school as-
sembly to honor seniors who 
are furthering their education in 
college, trade school, vocational 
school, or the military. The event 
will be held at noon on April 30. 

Parents are invited.
“We’re congratulating them on 

the next step,” said senior Laura 
Illingsworth, who is a business 
intern at the Future Center and or-
ganizing Decision Day along with 
junior Lacy Gyllenberg.

Seniors who have committed to 
a post-graduation plan will parade 
into the gymnasium holding a sign 
signifying their choice. Each will 
be presented with a swag bag of 
goodies. Students will also sign a 
“Decision Day 2020” banner.

Along with this event, the Future 
Center is collecting slips of paper 
from sophomores, juniors and se-
niors with their name and plans for 
the future. These will be included 
in a large display in the commons 
area.

Since the school year began, the 
Future Center has posted photos of 
seniors who have committed to a 
program after they graduate. These 
posts can be found on Instagram 
and Facebook. Search for Baker 
Future Center.

Quinn Anderson from Umpqua Bank is teaching Financial Beginnings 
lessons to all seniors at Baker High School as part of their graduation 
requirements.



Alexzander Mack keeps 
a firm grip on his queen 
as he chases Daniel 

Irwin’s king across the chess 
board.

Irwin moves one space to the 
left. Mack mirrors the move to 
line up his queen.

“Check!” he says.
Irwin moves his king again.
Mack keeps in pursuit.
“Check!” he says again.
Irwin grins and Mack giggles 

at the standoff.
The two are part of the Chess 

for Success (CFS) programs 
offered through Friday Plus at 
Brooklyn Primary School, South 
Baker Intermediate School, 
and Baker Middle School. CFS 
provided chess boards, t-shirts, 
coach stipend, and entry fees to 
CFS tournaments.

Jay Billings is the coach at 
Brooklyn, which averages about 
15 students every Tuesday and 
Thursday since the program 
started in November.

“The idea is to teach them, and 
then allow them to think through 
it,” Billings said. “They have to 
learn to keep track of what the 
opponent’s doing as well.”

Second-grader Isaac Miller 
doesn’t hesitate when asked 
about his favorite part of chess.

“Trying to beat people,” he 
says with a grin.

Travis Jensen, who teaches 
English at Baker High School, is 
coaching chess for students from 
South Baker Intermediate School. 
They meet afterschool in his 
classroom at BHS.

At the beginning, he wanted 
to see how much each youngster 

already knew about chess.
“I went around and had 

them show me how everything 
moves,” he said. “I wanted to see 
what they did consistently. These 
guys needed structure for how to 
start a game.”

Jensen learned chess when 
he was 8. As an adult, he plays 
several games every week.

“It’s great for their analyti-
cal thinking, and teaches basic 
sportsmanship,” he said. “And 
it’s straight good for your brain. 
Chess at the basic level is a series 
of puzzles.”

Chess for Success sessions 
continue through March. Brook-
lyn and South Baker programs 
meets Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
Baker Middle School gatherings 
are Wednesdays.

The program wraps up in 
March with a local tournament. It 
will be open to Chess for Success 
participants and YMCA chess 
players.

Ten kids from each team get to 
participate in the regional CFS 
tournament Feb. 22 in Hermiston.

Chess for Success

Grady Petrik and Cash Lay, foreground, battle out a chess game during a meeting of South Baker Interme-
diate students with Travis Jensen at Baker High School.
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Friday Plus programs

First-grader Alexzander Mack, 
left, and second-grader Daniel 

Irwin finish up a game during 
a Chess for Success session at 

Brooklyn Primary School.

‘Chess is straight good 
for your brain. Chess 
at the basic level is a 

series of puzzles.’
— Travis Jensen, 

chess coach



In January, the Baker School 
Board voted to place a $7.5 
million bond measure on the 

May 19 ballot.
The bond was recommended 

by an 11-member citizen advisory 
committee to address safety and 
overcrowding.

Bond dollars would be combined 
with a $4 million state match-
ing grant (Oregon School Capital 
Improvement Matching Program 
or OSCIM) and $5 million from 
Baker School District for a total 
investment of $16.5 million. 

The district’s contribution 
includes $3 million from Student 
Success Act funds and $2 million 
from capital project funds.

See the chart at right for specific 
projects.

The recommended bond 
measure would be repaid over a 
10-year time period, costing tax-
payers approximately 66 cents per 
$1,000 of assessed property value. 
That would amount to $71.49 per 
year (less than $6 per month) for 
the owner of a home assessed at 
$108,320, the median price of a 
home in Baker County.

Members of the advisory com-
mittee were Martin Arritola, Jess 
Blatchford, Travis Cook, Stacy 
DeLong, Riley Hall, Coby Mas-
trude, Bob McKim, Lynette Perry, 
Wes Price, Angela Robb and Dana 
Simonski.

The committee met three times 
in September and October. As 
part of their process, members 
reviewed post-bond feedback 
collected by the district through 
surveys and meetings with various 
community groups.

Feedback specified that voters 
would prefer a smaller bond and 

shorter term, and that the district 
look at remodeling existing spaces 
rather than build a new school.

“This bond, it’s the community’s 
bond,” said Chris Hawkins, school 
board chair. “The community came 
up with the bond, and now it’s up 
to the community to decide.”

Although overcrowding is 
a main concern at elementary 
through middle school grades, the 
situation is reversed at Baker High 
School. BHS was built for 850 stu-
dents yet has only half that number 
in grades 9-12.

Moving grades 7 and 8 to BHS, 
which is part of this new bond, 
would better utilize space at the 
high school and allow more stu-

dents to access resources such as 
FFA and advanced classes.

Right now, buses run between 
BMS and BHS every class period 
to transport middle school classes 
for choir, band, piano, guitar, Dis-
covery Agriculture, and Introduc-
tion to Construction.

Moving grades 7 and 8 to BHS 
would eliminate the need for mul-
tiple bus trips throughout the day.

“There are so many benefits to 
having those kids housed in one 
building,” Hawkins said.

Long-term planning
The future of facilities has been 

a focus since 2015 when a com-
mittee collected data on district 

buildings. The 25-member Long-
Range Facilities Planning Commit-
tee formed in January 2016 to look 
at that data, identify priorities, and 
create a bond package.

That $48 million bond request 
was voted down in November 
2018.

The 2020 bond will address the 
top two priorities identified by the 
Long Range Facilities Planning 
Committee.

Questions?
To learn more about the bond 

measure, or if you have questions, 
please contact Mark Witty at 541-
524-2260, or email him at mark.
witty@bakersd.org.

School board passes resolution 
to add bond to May ballot
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District will seek voter approval of 10-year, $7.5 million bond

Baker High School: Grades 7-12
• Safety and security upgrades, including 
secure entry addition
• Dedicated commons area for grades 7-8
• Modernize existing locker rooms 
• Locker room addition for grades 7-8
• Remodel science classrooms for grades 
7-8 use

Helen M. Stack: Grades 5-6
• Safety and security upgrades, including 
secure entry and reconfigured parent/stu-
dent drop-off area
• Refresh historic character of building with 
new windows, historic entry, and exterior 
upgrades
• 7,000 square-foot addition for multi-
purpose room (serving as cafeteria and 
kitchen) and locker rooms

South Baker Intermediate: Grades 3-4
• Safety and security upgrades, including 
secure entry
• New staff parking lot to increase parking 
and accessibility for parents

Brooklyn Primary School: Grades K-2
• Safety and security upgrades, including 
secure entry
• Restroom addition

North Baker
• Safety and security upgrades

Haines Elementary
• Safety and security upgrades

Keating Elementary
• Safety and security upgrades

Key components of bond recommendation

Update from 
the Third 

Grade Leaders

The second-quarter 
Third Grade Leadership 

team at Brooklyn Primary 
met Tuesdsays and Thurs-
days after school. Projects 
included updating the reader 
board with inspirational 
messages, reading Monday 
announcements to the entire 
school, checking the grounds 
for lost hats and coats, and 
hiding surprises for staff and 
students.

The leaders also conducted 
interviews with Brooklyn 
students and asked “If there is 
something you would change 
for the new year, what would 
it be?” Here are the answers:

Beau in Ms. Brown’s class: 
“Have a day where we bring 
a board game to school.”

                              - Max J.

Riley in Miss Wood’s class: 
“Have recess all day.”

                             - Jax H.

Camille in Mrs. Rogers 
class: “Not eat cake for a 
week.”

                            - Teala M.

Ian in Mrs. Ballard’s class: 
“I would want to have a field 
trip every day at the park.”

                          - Jordan W.

Mariana in Ms. Sheehy’s 
class: “Go on a play date with 
my friend Tonie.”

                      - Gabriella S.

Brendan in Mrs. Robert-
son’s class: “I’m looking 
forward to the playground 
and maybe some new equip-
ment.”

                          - Grace R



 6   February 2020  •  www.baker5j.org                                                 Bulldog Pride

Spotlights
Happenings from 

around the 
school district

Ski for the Health of It started Jan. 3 at Anthony Lakes Mountain 
Resort. The program provides eight weeks of lessons, rent-
als and lift tickets to youth in grades 4 and older for $80 total. 
Nearly 200 Baker students head up each Friday, along with 25 
adult chaperones.

Baker High School sophomores Lacy Churchfield and Katie Wilde (standing) returned to their 
grade school Keating Elementary to make smoothies for the students. All proclaimed “We found 
out that we do like spinach!”

Once a month, Brooklyn students who had perfect attendance are treated to lunch on
the stage with Chef Paul (Paul Turk, left). In January, he was joined by school board member Chris 
Hawkins, Baker City Fire Department personnel and Assistant Superintendent Betty Palmer.



News from the Athletic Director
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Buell Gonzales Jr. continues forging community partnerships and building events

Buell Gonzales Jr. had a 
90-day plan when he 
started his job as athletic 

director for the Baker School 
District.

His main goal — to build 
partnerships within the commu-
nity — is evidenced by the list of 
businesses and nonprofits on his 
office whiteboard.

He knows that sports events 
impact the local community, so 
he’s involved with the Transient 
Lodging Tax Committee and 
works closely with the Baker 
Tournament Committee.

Upgrades to the gym
He’s making changes, too.
The most recent will be notice-

able to anyone who attends a 
basketball game at Baker High 
School. At the end of January, a 
crew removed one row of bleach-
ers from the east side to create 
more room between the court and 
the fans. This will allow teams to 
sit on chairs with room for people 
to walk behind.

“For safety purposes, it moves 
the bleachers back 24 inches,” 
he said. “It makes it better for 
coaches and players.”

This issue was the most com-
mon complaint from coaches 
who play in the gym.

“The biggest thing was people 
walking in front of them,” he 
said.

The cost is $6,000 which 
is shared equally between the 
school district and Baker Tourna-
ment Committee.

Also coming is a new digital 
scoreboard that will display 
player’s points and fouls. The 
scoreboard will be linked to 

clocks in the locker room so 
coaches know when it’s time to 
take the court.

The total cost of the scoreboard 
is $27,000. Of that, Gonzales 
raised $22,000 from the com-
munity. The district added the 
remaining $5,000.

A new video camera system 
was installed in mid- January 
that will live stream all events 
in the BHS gymnasium through 
nfhsnetwork. com. Access works 
through a subscription: $10.99 
per month, or $69.99 per year.

“Every single home game will 
be live streamed,” he said.

Looking to next year
Sports schedules are planned 

a year in advance. Gonzales has 
worked with groups within the 
Oregon State Athletic Associa-
tion (OSAA) to combine football 
schedules for divisions 3A and 
4A. This will help the Bulldogs 
play teams closer to home.

“Transportation for football 
next year is over 1,000 miles 
less,” he said.

For basketball, he’s worked 
out two-year agreements with 4A 
schools across the state — one 
year they come here; the next we 
go there.

A goal he has is to reduce lost 
class time due to sports.

“Looking to get games on 
Fridays and Saturdays is huge,” 
he said. “And local games so kids 
don’t miss school. We’re devel-

oping what’s best for the kids.”

New this year
Gonzales has worked to estab-

lish a clay target club at BHS for 
the spring season.

“We already have people who 
do it — we just need to organize 
it,” he said.

He has also established a 
Captain’s Club from the various 
sports teams, and clinics for the 
coaches.

Sports Complex
The Baker Sports Complex is 

owned by the school district, but 
managed by a separate board of 
directors. Gonzales said a priority 
this spring is to spruce up the 
fields and structures.

He’s planning to keep the 
Sports Complex and other fa-
cilities busy for the summer with 
tennis, baseball, softball, soccer, 
and track and field — both local 
competitions and invitational 
contests.

“The goal is to have something 
going on every week,” he said.

Family ID
Gonzales helped launched a 

Family ID platform that allows 
parents and guardians to register 
their children online for sports.

Go to bhs.baker5j.org and click 
on “Athletics.” The “on- line 
registration” link is on the right 
side of the page.

The Baker High School bleachers have been modified to create more room between spectators and the playing floor. With these changes teams will sit in 
chairs, allowing the audience to walk behind the players instead of in front of them.
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Greetings from the kitchen
‘She’s one of the greatest people I’ve met.’

For sixth-grader Reggie Anderson, a 
day started in the kitchen in a good 

day indeed.
That’s where he gets to see Alita Aren-

dell, who has been the head cook at South 
Baker Intermediate School for seven 
years.

When asked to describe Arendell, An-
derson keeps it simple: “Really kind.”

“We’ve been good friends since fourth 
grade. Just seeing her and talking to her is 
one of the best things,” he said. “She’s one 
of the greatest people I’ve ever met.”

And he’s not the only one who seeks 
out Arendell on occasion. In seven years, 
she’s met a lot of students serving break-
fast and lunch every school day.

Some of those youngsters have rough 
days and can benefit from a little time 
with a caring adult. To fill this need, Aren-
dell has slowly decorated the kitchen cup-
boards with positive sayings or reminders 
of how to behave. When a child shows up, 
she’ll encourage him or her to read each 
one out loud.

A sample: I don’t always have to get my 
own way; I am strong; I can do anything; 
I will respect myself; I will tell the truth 
always.

“They’ll read these, and sometimes we 
talk about them,” Arendell said. “It gives 
them a chance to read aloud and interact 
with an adult.”

One of the important ones is simply 
“Strong Heart.”

“They all need a strong heart,” she said. 
Sometimes these interactions lead to other 
topics. “You hear how their day went, how 
their weekend was,” said Darcy McCau-
ley, who also cooks at South Baker.

“And sometimes they just want to know 
what we’re cooking,” Arendell said with 
a smile.

She will retire at the end of this school 
year.

“I’m going to miss her since it’s my last 
year here and her last year here,” Ander-
son said. “It’s so nice knowing someone 
like her.”

Alita Arendell, right, and Darcy McCauley staff the kitchen at South Baker Inter-
mediate School. Arendell has decorated the cupboards with words of encourage-
ment. When she sees a student having a rough day, she invites them in to read 
these positive words aloud. See examples in the photos below.
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It is the policy of the Baker Board of Educa-
tion and School District that there will be no 

discrimination or harassment on the grounds of 
race, color, sex, marital status, sexual orienta-

tion, religion, national origin, age or disability in 
any educational programs, activities or employ-
ment. Persons having questions about equal op- 
portunity and nondiscrimination should contact 
the Su- perintendent at the Baker School District 
Office at 2090 4th Street, Baker City, OR. 97814 
, Phone (541) 524-2260. All Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs in this school district 

are open to all students. The District will take 
steps to assure that the lack of English language 
skills will not be a barrier to admission and par-
ticipation in CTE programs. •Section 504 Com-

pliance Officer, Special Education Director, 2090 
4th Street, Baker City, OR. (541) 524-2260. •Title 

II Coordinator, Director of Curriculum, 2090 
4th Street, (541) 524-2260. •Title IX Coordina-

tor, Special Education Director, 2090 4th Street, 
Baker City, OR 97814 (541) 524-2260

School menus now 
available through 

phone app
This month, the menu for Baker 
schools will be available on the 
app Choosi (KidsChoose, Inc).

Users will need to select “Baker Sd 
5J, OR” and the individual school 
(choose from Brooklyn, Haines, 
South Baker, Baker Middle School, 
and Baker High School).

Menus are also available online 
at www.baker5j.org/apps/pages/
foodservice. Meal costs and other 
nutrition-related news can also be 
found on that web page.


