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Summer 
Lunch

Current	Resident

Baker School Dis-
trict's free summer 
lunch program runs 
June 10 to August 22, 
Monday through Fri-
day. Free meals are 
available to all youth 
age 18 and younger. 
Cost for adults is 
$3.50 (meal tickets 
must be purchased 
in advance at the 
district office).

Sites
Lunch is served at 
11:15 a.m. at Brook-
lyn	Primary, 1350 
Washington St., and 
at noon at Geiser	
Pollman	Park.

No meals will be 
served on July 4 and 
5.

BHS class of 2019
Baker High School 

graduated 96 students 
under a sunny sky on June 2.

Zachary Schwin gave the 
salutatorian address. Morgan 
Stone spoke to her class as 
the valedictorian.

Betty Spooner gave the 
commencement address, dur-
ing which she shared words 
of advice she collected from 
Kathy Colton, Ginger Sav-
age, Barb Stiff, and Adriene 
Oster.

Her words, and those of 
others she spoke, she hoped 
would "inspire you a little 
bit, and encourage you a lot."

And among her advice, she 
gave these words:

"Never forget where you 
came from."

During	her	speech,	Betty	Spooner	asked	the	graduates	to	say	
thank	you	to	their	parents	and	guardians.

For	the	fourth	year,	graduates	walked	the	halls	of	middle	
school	and	elementary	schools	to	the	cheers	of	staff	and	
younger	students.

The	class	of	2019	tossed	their	caps	to	signal	the	end	of	the	graduation	ceremony.



Thanks, BHS students!
Shout out to Baker High School students 

Savannah Brown, Elizabeth Burgess, Sarah 
Plummer, and Johnathan Gaeta for volun-
teering at the Crossroads Spring Fling on 
Saturday, May 4. This crew gave up their 
Saturday to make crafts with kids and pro-
mote literacy at the Baker 5J table. They are 
natural teachers and made the event fun for 
everyone involved! Thank you!

Angela Lattin

Thanks, BMS
A great big THANK YOU for the help 

from Jebron Jones and his junior high lead-
ership class this past year for packing the 
Backpack food to the basement for storage 
each month. What they do in 15 minutes 
would take  hours. Thank you all.

Robert McKim, driver, and the 
Backpack Program directors

To Connie Sundblad:
I would like to give a big shout out to 

Connie Sundblad. Connie took on the role 
of Social Coordinator/Director/Queen at 
Haines Elementary and she has done a 
fabulous job!  Whether it is scheduling a 
potluck lunch or other social event or get-
ting birthday and/or sympathy cards signed 
and delivered, she is always "Johnny on the 
Spot"! Thank you Connie for squeezing the 
time out of your busy day to help us grow as 
a community. 

Brenda Martin, Haines Elementary

Thanks, Jessica!
Shout Out to Jessica Dalton for organiz-

ing Taste of the World for our Brooklyn kids 
(and for the South Baker crew). It was so 
enjoyable to watch our students taste test 
foods that were literally foreign to them. 
Way to expand horizons and bring a little 
spark to the cafeteria! This one is going to 
be hard to beat!

Angela Lattin

Great support staff
I would like to give a shout out to our 

classified staff, not only for the fabulous 
teacher appreciation spread they organized, 
but also for everything they do on a daily 
basis. To Bea, Carla, Connie, Kathleen, 
Patty H., Patty G., Ron, Ramona and Sandy: 
our building would not run as efficiently as 
it does without you in it. Thank you!

Brenda Martin, Haines Elementary

To staff and students:
As I get ready to launch into another 

transition in my life (restart … a.k.a. retire-

ment) I’m reminded of all the wonderful 
people I’ve gotten to know and work with 
at the Baker School District. A special thank 
you to all the school secretaries for help in 
procuring testing rooms, getting students out 
of class, and allowing me to come and go in 
your buildings. We specialists are just one 
more thing you have to deal with in your 
already busy and hectic jobs. You were all 
very accommodating and gracious with my 
requests. I thank you for that.

I will miss many things about BSD, but 
particularly working one-on-one with stu-
dents, I learned so much from them. Hope 
to see many of you around town or up in the 
mountains of our beautiful valley. Life is 
good and have a great summer!

Carol Glaser, district diagnostician

Thanks, kinder teams
Huge thanks to Brooklyn and Haines 

Kindergarten teams for inviting me into 
their classrooms this year. These teachers 
consistently join in weekly to co-teach with 
me as we work on developmental skills that 
support learning. Their time is precious so I 
truly appreciate this great opportunity.  

Toni Nickell

Superb art fair
The art fair for the seventh and eighth 

grade was superb. The presentation of the art 
work was excellent. The students' work was 
wonderful.  Good job, Holly Coleman and 
students.

Jerri Wickert

A perfect patio space
The students and staff at Haines Elemen-

tary have been dreaming of creating a patio 
space to learn and grow for several years. 
Thanks to a grant from the Baker Valley 
Educational Association, some amazing 
local businesses, and our supportive Baker 
5J staff we are on our way! I would like to 
give a huge shout out to all involved. Thank 
you Behlen for the donation of 12 stock 
tanks that are now overflowing with flowers. 
Thank you Ace Nursery for helping to assist 
with the selection of many beautiful plants 
and for providing us with a  generous dis-
count that did not break our budget. Thank 
you Ron Carpenter for using your muscles 
and equipment to clean and prep our plant-
ers. Thank you maintenance staff for the 
gravel and use of your tools. Thank you 
Mrs. Moore for helping to organize students. 
Thank you Ashlyn Dalton for your design 

vision and thank you students for your great 
planting and cleaning work!

Andrea Belding

To the paraprofessionals
Shout out to the Brooklyn paraprofession-

al staff...to Megan McGuinness and Janet 
Baker who brought some activities to lunch 
to keep our first graders busy and engaged; 
to Donita Culbertson and Karen Emmons for 
understanding and finding the humor in each 
and every situation; to our kindergarten para 
crew — LeAnn Cripe, Amanda Washington, 
and Britta Yates — for making our Brooklyn 
kids' first year a positive experience and 
for never giving up; to Tracey Warner and 
Taylor Baker for tag-teaming efforts with 
a child who genuinely needs that extra bit 
of attention; to Connie Robinson, Teresa 
Sullivan, Tami Goddard, and Robin Tor-
res for taking on their assignments this past 
year with a heart and passion for literacy; to 
Sophia Galyen for her unrelenting work with 
our 1:1 students; to Kevin Lee and Rochelle 
Adams for being patient and flexible in the 
face of adversity; to Heather Vaughan for 
planting the field even when there was only 
one package of seeds; to Christie Randall for 
keeping our library humming; and to Kisha 
Dunlap for opening her mind and believing 
in the impossible.

Angela Lattin

Best parents ever!
A shout-out of gratitude and appreciation 

to our elementary school PTCOs! Brook-
lyn, Haines, and South Baker parents that 
participate in their PTCO groups are an 
amazing group of parents whose fund rais-
ing efforts provide events, run school stores, 
memorable experiences, activities, and op-
portunities for our students and support our 
staff! Thanks is not enough for all you do 
throughout the year, in years past, and those 
to come! Muchas gracias!!

Ma'Lena Wirth

To Carol Glaser:
This shout out is for Carol Glaser, Baker 

5J's lead diagnostician, who is retiring at 
the end of this school year. Throughout 
her years serving our school district Carol 
has worked with countless teams of staff, 
students, parents and administrators as 
she interpreted the diagnostic "tea leaves," 
helping us figure out the best way to support 
students. Our district has benefited from her 
dedication first and foremost to students, her 

calm demeanor during meetings that (occa-
sionally) contained a degree of tension and 
her seasoned, reliable judgement. We will 
miss you, Carol, and wish you many fine 
adventures as you move on in your journey!

Betty Palmer, assistant superintendent

Great leadership!
Shout out to Ms. Vaughn, Ms. Sullivan, 

and their leadership students.  They help out 
with our morning announcements and take 
charge over new student orientations. Seeing 
these kids greet new students and making 
them feel welcome makes a world of dif-
ference. Having new students feel welcome 
and to know a friendly face really starts their 
experience off at Brooklyn on the right foot.  
Thank you for all the hard work you have 
put in this year. We appreciate you!

Shannon  Streeter

Above and beyond
We'd like to recognize Angela Lattin and 

Phil Anderson for always going above and 
beyond to make sure everything and every-
one is taken care of at Brooklyn. Thank you 
for all you do!!! 

Brooklyn staff

Great cafeteria help
The South Baker kitchen staff and janitor 

would like to give a huge shout out to: Sue 
Danielson for volunteering to clean tables 
and clear the cafeteria after lunch; Chris 
Young for helping bring in all the lunch 
tables from outside every sunny day; Teresa 
Bjork for helping at the salad bar line, moni-
toring tray clean up, and helping the kids; 
and Cindy Johanson for all her help keeping 
everything running smoothly in the cafete-
ria. We truly appreciate everyone's help.

Alita Arendell, Darcy McCauley, 
Bruce Bowers

Thanks, Keating staff
I would like to give a huge shout out to 

the amazing staff at Keating Elementary 
School. We recently held our annual spring 
play, dinner, and dessert auction.  It was a 
huge success largely due to the effort our 
staff puts into this event. Mrs. Myers and 
Mrs. Radle spent endless hours with the stu-
dents practicing lines, perfecting costumes, 
and working on the set. Ms. Ensworth 
created the amazing flags for the set and 
helped with decorations. Thank you, Mrs. 
Sundean, for helping get the building ready 
for the play. It really takes everyone to make 
this event so special!  Thank you Keating 
Elementary staff!

Amanda Wilde
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Shout Outs
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Safety Day
Nearly 700 students in 

grades kindergarten to 
third attended a Safety Day on 
May 2. Safety topics included 
fire, bicycles, water, electricity, 
pedestrians, and anti-bullying.

This is the first year a Safety 
Day has been held in Baker City, 
said Billie Jo Deal of the Oregon 
Department of Transportation. 
Next year's event will be geared 
to students in grades 4 to 6.

Community partners included 
OTEC, ODOT, Baker City Fire 
and Rescue, Baker County Safe 
Communities Coalition, Baker 
High School's leadership class, 
Saint Alphonsus and the Family 
Life Center.

OTEC's station illustrated the danger of downed power 
lines. At the water safety section (photo at right), Adam 
Robb taught students how to properly wear a life jacket.

Career Day
More than 500 students 

from across Eastern 
Oregon learned about career op-
portunities in construction and 
utilities at a career day put on by 
the Oregon Department of Trans-
portation (ODOT).

Held every two years, this is the 
third time Career Day has been 
offered in Baker City since 2011. 
Students rotated through 23 sta-
tions during the day. While some 
were observation-only, quite a 
few offered hands-on experi-
ences of driving a robot through a 
culvert or moving a bowling ball 
with a vactor (a truck with a high-
powered vacuum).

"Kids are operating these 

machine," said Tom Strandberg, 
public information office for 
ODOT's region 5.

For Drew Terteling, a senior at 
Baker High School, a few of the 
experiences were familiar, such 
as operating a front-end loader. 
He's been gaining skills, he said, 
during a heavy equipment course 
offered at Baker Technical Insti-
tute.

For Setara Kong, an exchange 
student from Cambodia, most 
everything was new to him.

"It's awesome — and kind of 
nerve-wracking," he said, after 
moving a concrete barrier with a 
crane.

Drew Terteling, a senior at Baker High School, had the chance to maneuver a front 
end loader during ODOT's career day.
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Fun on field trips

Second graders from Brooklyn Primary School learned about forest management during a 
field trip to the Defrees Ranch near Sumpter. The day included planting a pine tree sapling, 
taking a wagon ride to the sawmill, and a nature scavenger hunt.

All students at Keating (grades K-6) attended swimming lessons, paid for by the school's 
PTO. Other field trips included seeing Mary Poppins at the Elgin Opera House and visiting 
retirement centers in Baker City.

Caroline Brown's third-grade class visited Eastern Oregon Uni-
versity and had the chance to go rock climbing.

Sixth grade classes from South Baker Intermediate School 
toured the wind farm near North Powder.
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Students from Annetta Evan's sixth grade class at Haines Elementary participated in 
the KidWind challenge at Eastern Oregon University on May 10. The challenge was to 
produce the most energy over one minute. Haines took four teams (11 students). During 
the event, students took a knowledge test, were interviewed by the judges about their 
design and material choices, their wind energy knowledge, and how they cooperated as 
a team. Team designs were tested in the wind tunnel. Each team had three opportunities 
to improve their project. Between trials they could tweak, fix, or change their blades. In 
preparation for this event, the sixth grade class studied wind energy and designed wind 
turbines. In addition, they visited the wind farm between North Powder and Union. 
Awards went to:
• Best Presentation - Avery Collier, Ashlyn Dalton, Eowyn Smith (4th overall in energy 
production)
• Best Teamwork - Dyson Clarke, Kadyn Child, Jack Heriza (3rd overall in energy)
• Most Improved - Ryan Garrick, Alex Strawn-Brown (2nd overall in energy production)
• Winner with Highest Energy Production - Austin Harkness, Madison Schisler

Haines students visited Eagle Cap Nursery to learn about the plant 
business.

Sixty art students at Baker High School collaborated to create mo-
saic panels that are on permanent display in downtown Baker City.

First grade classes from Brooklyn Primary School spent their field trip at the Aquarium of 
Boise (pictured above) and the MK Nature Center.



School officially ended 
June 6, but the district 

has a full slate of programs and 
projects this summer.

Programs
Summer Academy returns 

this year for grades 1 to 6. The 
program will be held at Brook-
lyn Primary School instead of 
North Baker.

Classes begins July 1 and run 
through August 1. Students at-
tend Monday through Thursday, 
from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. each 
day. Summer Academy has 
225 students, 12 teachers, 13 
high school students, and four 
assistants. Program coordinator 
Angela Lattin said more than 
20 community partners will be 
offering field trips and parent 
nights.

Kinder Camp will also be at 
Brooklyn this year, serving 36 

students who will enter kinder-
garten in the fall. The program 
has four adult staff and two 
high school assistants. It runs 
from July 1 to August 1, Mon-
day through Wednesday. The 
sessions focus on light academ-
ics and social skills.

Kinder Boost is another pro-
gram aimed at helping young-
sters get a head start on school.

Baker Technical Institute's 
STEAM Camp for grades 4-6 
ran June 10 to 20, and a pro-
gram called Zero Robotics is 
offered for grades 6-8 begins 
July 8.

Baker Middle School offers 
Jump Start and algebra readi-
ness, and Baker High School 
runs a credit recovery course 
through the summer.

Summer Lunch
Brooklyn is also the new 

location for the summer lunch 

program. Details are listed on 
Page 1 of this section.

Projects
Summer is a busy time for 

the school maintenance depart-
ment.

Work on Bulldog Memorial 
Stadium started June 3, right 
after graduation. Concrete 

work will include a new rail-
ing on the west grandstands. 
A new sound system will also 
be installed, funded in part by 
donations from the Baker Quar-
terback Club and Ashgrove.

The bus barn will get a new 
extended roof and asphalt. 
Other asphalt projects include 
Baker High School, South 
Baker Intermediate School, 

Baker Middle School, and the 
district office.

Baker Technical Institute will 
receive a new roof, as will the 
small gymnasium at BHS.

Two classrooms at Brooklyn 
Primary at South Baker will get 
new floors and windows.

Starting July 8, work begins 
to resurface the tennis courts at 
BHS.

Haines will receive new 
windows in two classrooms, the 
kitchen area and two bath-
rooms. Also, the heating system 
will receive an upgrade.

Keating will get new win-
dows and a new parking area.
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Summer in the school district
2019-2020

The first day back for 
students is Sept. 3.

Haines turns 100
A community celebra-

tion commemorating a 
century of education brought 
a crowd to Haines Elemen-
tary School on May 31.

To start off the ceremony, 
Haines students sang patri-
otic songs led by Russell 
Carpenter and accompanied 
by the Baker Community 
Orchestra.

Anthony Johnson, an 
alumni and former principal 
at Haines, gave the keynote 
address, titled "Education 
Through the Decades."

Starting in 1919, Johnson 

told the story of Haines in 
relation to events close to 
home and around the world.

To close, he brought all 
his thoughts back to the 
100-year-old school standing 
behind him.

"The faces of children and 
education may change over 
time, but the mission of the 
school remains the same."

Following the ceremony, 
parents and community 
members toured the school 
and perused student projects 
celebrating the 100th birth-
day. Haines students sang patriotic songs, accompanied by the Baker Community Orchestra.
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STEM for all ages

During the day, BHS students welcomed younger students from across the district 
who rotated through various science stations.

Kindergartners Jaidyn Linscott, Rio Hurliman, and Emma Highley de-
light in a science experiment during their field trip to BHS.

Junior John Hurley explains how the sea level is rising as ice melts at the north and south 
poles. Hurley studied physics, advanced biology and AP chemistry this year.

A day celebrating science brought students from across the 
district to Baker High School on April 24. Organized 

by the BHS STEM Club, stations included fossils, Newton's 
law of motion, waves of sound illustrated with a Slinky toy, 
microwave foam using Ivory soap, and how sugar affects teeth. 
About half the tables invited kids to participate in hands-on 
activities, such as playing with oobleck (a substance made of 
cornstarch and water that acts like both a solid and a liquid 
depending on the amount of force).

Stations were created by students enrolled in biology, ad-
vanced biology, physics and chemistry. The day brought 
students from Brooklyn Primary and Keating. The evening was 
open to the community. In additions to science tables, visitors 
toured Baker Technical Institute to learn about various pro-
grams, including aquaponics and the greenhouse.

The STEM Club is new this year. Members meet and work 
on science-related projects such as how to engineer a bridge.
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 It is the policy of the Baker Board of Education and 
School District that there will be no  discrimination or 
harassment on the grounds of race, color, sex, marital 
status, sexual orientation, religion, national origin, age 
or disability in any educational programs, activities or 

employment. Persons having questions about equal op-
portunity and nondiscrimination  should contact the Su-
perintendent at the Baker School District Office at 2090 
4th Street,  Baker City, OR. 97814 , Phone (541) 524 -2260.  

All Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs in this 
school district are open to all students. The District will 
take steps to assure that the lack of English language 
skills will  not be a barrier to admission and participa-

tion in CTE programs. ∙Section 504 Compliance Officer, 
Special Education Director, 2090 4th  Street,  Baker 

City, OR. (541) 524- 2260.  ∙Title II Coordinator, Director 
of Curriculum, 2090 4th Street, (541)  524 -2260.  ∙Title IX 

Coordinator, Special Education Director, 2090 4th Street,  
Baker City, OR 97814 (541) 524- 2260

Bulldog Pride

Veterans Celebration

For the second year, Baker High 
School invited Baker County vet-
erans to visit with students and 
enjoy lunch to honor their service 
for the country.

More than 800 invitations were 
sent out, and about 30 attended. 
Each veteran was greeted with 
American flags and  paired with a 
high school student for the day. 
Students from history and gov-
ernment classes spent time visit-
ing with the veterans throughout 
the morning and afternoon.

Mid-morning, an all-school as-
sembly included special songs, 
and a talk by veteran Summer 
Curry who ended her speech with 
a challenge.

"I challenge you to do some-
thing for somebody else without 
getting paid, not for a resume. 
Just because you want to — and 
tell me how it makes you feel 
inside. It starts with you."

Celebrating veterans
Thirty veterans visited with students at Baker High School on May 9

Irv Townsend, who flew Chinook helicopters with the 
Army during Vietnam, shares slides and stories with 
Junior Jake McKinney.

Robert Bennett walked through an alley of flags to join the 
veterans celebration at Baker High School.

Participating veterans represented all branches of the military. A 
song by the choir included the theme music for Army, Navy, Marines, 
Air Force and Coast Guard.

Veteran Duncan Pierce shared stories and pho-
tos with BHS student Josh Travis.


