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Calendar

Current	Resident

March
25-29: Spring Break

April
8: South Baker 4th 
grade concert, BHS
29: South Baker 5th 
grade concert, BHS

May
9: Haines concert, BHS
13: South Baker 6th 
grade concert, BHS
16: Brooklyn STEM 
night, BHS
17-19: "Our Town" pre-
sented by BHS drama
23: Keating spring play 
and dessert auction, 5 
p.m.
28: BMS band concert, 
BHS
30: BMS choir concert, 
BHS

An expedition in learning
China, volcanoes, 

ecosystems, simple 
machines — all 

topics inspiring students to 
become explorers at South 
Baker Intermediate School.

The approach is called 
Expeditionary Learning. Each 
grade has its own expeditions 
that take students through a 
process that fully explores 
a topic. EL has five compo-
nents: curriculum, instruction, 
assessment, culture and lead-
ership. Students are provided 
with a rubric, which explains 
the requirements for earning 
points on the project.

Expeditions are unique 
to each grade. For instance, 

sixth-graders studied volca-
noes, which included work-
ing in pairs to build a model 
based on a real volcano. Their 
expedition culminated with 
erupting each volcano. Each 
group had a choice to use ei-
ther baking soda and vinegar, 
or soda and Mentos candy.

"I told them what was most 
reliable," said Angie Hays, 
one of four sixth-grade teach-
ers.

Most went for vinegar and 
baking soda, which creating a 
foaming spill over the vol-
cano slopes.

Continued on Page 3

Delainey	Kemry	mixes	vinegar	and	baking	soda	to	create	
an	eruption	inside	her	model	volcano	created	as	part	of	the	
sixth-grade	studies	of	volcanoes	at	South	Baker	Intermediate	
School.

Fifth-grader	Harris	Gaslin	puts	on	a	disguise	for	his	news	report	
on	his	group's	ecosystem	project.



Thank you, PTO!
South Baker Intermediate would like 

to recognize our wonderful PTO 
and the effort they put out for our students 
and staff. Our PTO continues to have one 
fundraiser a year, supplying our students 
with many opportunities. 

The big focus for a couple of years has 
been the purchase of Chromebooks for 
student use and classroom teaching. Due 
to the lack of space in our building, the 
computer lab was turned into a Learn-
ing Center classroom. Students now need 
to learn computer skills and use school 
computer programs in their classrooms us-
ing Chromebooks. The school district got 
us started, and continues to supply a few 
more each year; the PTO has joined the 
effort in the continuing project. 

Over the course of two years the PTO 
has purchased approximately 60 Chrome-
books and two Chrome carts. South Baker 
Intermediate now has nine carts with 30 
Chromebooks in each cart — three carts 
per grade level. The hope is to have one 
Chrome cart per classroom and with the 
PTO’s help over the next few years I’m 
sure this goal will be obtained.

Cindy Johansen, 
South Baker Intermediate

Three cheers to Mrs. 
Johansen!
When I was in the copy/supply 

room today, I overheard Mrs. 
Cindy Johansen helping a student with 
some difficult math in the office. She was 
so kind and patient with the young man 
as she was guiding him through the math 
problem. I have always known she "wears 
many hats" in the office, I just didn't know 
Teacher was one of them.  Three cheers to 
Mrs. Johansen!

Julie Gentry

A culinary treat
Several months ago, Jessica Dalton 

(food services director) asked me to 
help serve when she does her "Taste the 
World" challenge at South Baker Interme-

diate and Brooklyn Primary. It has been 
such fun! Every month she features a dif-
ferent country and food. It is entertaining 
to see the kids' reactions. They didn't like 
spanikopita from Greece very much (they 
thought it tasted like seaweed) but most 
everyone liked the sweet flan from Spain.

Jessica is doing a great job introducing 
the students to different cultures through 
new foods — and they look forward to it 
every month!

Lisa Jacoby, parent

Thanks, Brooklyn!
Thank you to all the Brooklyn Staff 

who have made me feel so welcome 
this year.

It is amazing how everyone helps each 
other, loves the students and works out 
solutions.

Sharon Paine

Kudos for newsletter
Shout out to Karen Tannehill for 

creating our school improvement 
newsletter.  It will be a great tool for 
teachers to learn what we are working on 
at Brooklyn.  

Jill Welter

Thank you, Julie!
A huge Haines Hawks thank you to 

Julie Homan at the Print Shop! 
Julie took the time to edit and format our 
school's student-written newspaper. Thank 
you, Julie, for truly going above and 
beyond.

Katy Collier, Haines principal

Thanks, Heather!
Huge thank you to Heather Vaughan 

for helping in our classroom. I ap-
preciate her positive attitude.

Jill Welter

Thank you to Mr. 
Gulick's 4th graders
We wanted to give a big shout out 

to Mr. Sonny Gulick's fourth 
graders. We pulled up to South Baker 
Intermediate to return tables we borrowed 
for the Brooklyn Taco Feed. By the time 
we had walked to the back of the truck a 
class full of eager, smiling fourth grad-
ers were there ready to help carry all the 
tables inside for us. Thank you! You made 
our day!

Brooklyn PTO moms

Terrifically Talented Trio
Shout out to Brooklyn’s "Terrifi-

cally Talented Trio" Nancy Ames, 
Toni Nickell and Meghan Nilsen for their 
diligent efforts in getting Bill Hubert, the 
founder and developer of Bal-A-Vis-X, to 
Baker for a staff training. Bal-A-Vis-X is 
a series of Balance, Auditory and Vision  
eXercises of varied complexity. All of the 
exercises are deeply rooted in rhythm. 
These exercises can benefit all students. 
Some of the benefits are increasing focus 
and attention, improvements in visual 
tracking, improved balance and body 
coordination, increase in self-esteem and 
confidence. The Terrifically Talented Trio 
are scheduling afterschool practice ses-
sions for staff. They also did a presenta-
tion for our Baker 5J School Board about 
the benefits of Bal-A-Vis-X, how this 
program is used with students, and the im-
portance of on-going training for staff. We 
all appreciate their tireless efforts to train 
more staff and their continued dedication 
to this valuable program.

Heather Vaughan, 
Karen Emmons, Donita Culbertson

Amazing music
Huge shout out to Mr. Denne. He and 

all of the 3rd grade students put on 
an amazing performance of the Journey 
of Noble Gnarble. We are truly blessed to 
have him at Brooklyn teaching our stu-
dents to practice hard for the long distance 
reward of an amazing performance, to 
work as a team, to be on stage, and to truly 
love music. He really is amazing with all 
students. 

Becky Schuette, parent
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Shout Outs
Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teachers, parents, community members 
- anyone who wants to recognize someone for a job well done.
Submissions can be 100 words or less, and include a photograph if available. Email 
entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

Fourth-grade students show their iReady programs to Principal Geno Bates, 
left and Tammy Mercado, PTO president, at South Baker Intermediate School.
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Expeditions, continued

ABOVE: Sophia Chen puts a valentine card in the box cre-
ated by Colbi Bachman. Every fourth-grader was given 
the challenge to make a box that operated with simple 
machines.

Fifth grade expeditions included a unit on eco-
systems, which found students creating news 
reports on their specific environment. They also put 
together projects to present to fellow students and 
community members.

Following ecosystems, the fifth-graders studied 
the American Revolution.

In fourth grade, students studied simple machines 
and used their knowledge to craft unique boxes for 
their Valentine's Day card exchange. (Refresher: 
simple machines include incline plane, pulley, 
lever, and wheel and axle.

"We're still studying them, but they had enough 
background to build," Amy Younger, fourth grade 

teacher, said during her class party.
Josiah Torres was eager to demonstrate his con-

traption, which used a conveyor belt to move cards 
into his box.

"I made it, but my sister colored it — with glitter 
glue," he said.

"Expeditions provide students with a more hands 
on experience different from traditional textbook 
learning," said Jandy Eskew, instructional coach 
at South Baker. "Students are given a rubric to 
know what is required to show case their knowl-
edge in a final project, then are able to take those 
requirements and put their own understanding of 
the content into a project. We are always blown 

away by their creativity and inspired by the 
products that students come up with."

To finish their expedition on ecosystems, fifth graders created a presentation and then invited 
parents and the community to come learn about all the different ecosystems. Above left, Marquesa 
Peterson shows Ginny Emory how to play the board game she created. Above right, Will O'Connell 
explains his research on the ecosystem around Crater Lake.

RIGHT: Maddy Rudi works on painting 
under the instruction of visiting artist Paul 

Hoelscher. Fourth graders put their artist 
skills to work on their ecosystem projects.



Soccer dominates the European 
sports scene, and competition is 
fierce between countries.

"In Spain we have the best teams," 
says Joan Mascaro-Sanchez (his first 
name is pronounced Jo-won).

Then he grins at his friend Niklas, 
who shakes his head and quietly protests 
"Oh no," defending his home country of 
Germany.

Then the two teenage boys laugh, still 
championing their own country but not 
letting nationality get in the way of their 
friendship.

Joan, 16, and Niklas, 17, are exchange 
students with a program through Educa-
tion First.

When thinking about the exchange, 
Joan thought he'd like either California 
or Texas. Then his dad told him his des-
tination was Oregon.

"I said, 'What?" he remembers.
He's living his exchange year in North 

Powder with Karen and Brian Tannehill. 
Joan grew up on the Spanish island Mal-
lorca, which is known for its resorts and 
nightlife. He did half a year at Powder 
Valley High School, and is finishing up 
at Baker High School.

Niklas grew up in a small town near 
the Switzerland border, but is only min-
utes away from a city of 100,000 (his 
high school has 2,000 students). He's 
living with Terrie and Tony Laeger. An 
only child, he said he's enjoyed getting 
to know his host brother, Hank.

He would have preferred Florida (he'd 
like the warm weather) but said he is 
happy to be in a rural area.

"I didn't want to go to a big city be-
cause I'm from a small town," he said.

Germany, he points out, is the same 
size as Oregon.

"But an 80 million people difference," 
Niklas said.

In both Spain and Germany, sports are 
a separate activity from school. Here, 
Joan joined the soccer team and Niklas 
played football.

Back home, Niklas played handball 
year-round. It is the second most popu-

lar sport in Germany.
"You can't take two sports because 

you can't practice twice in a day," he 
said.

Sports isn't the only difference in 
American schools. Back home, both 
teens are with the same class — about 
22 students — all day and their teach-
ers rotate between classrooms. This 
results in close friendships among the 
classmates, Niklas said. Here, changing 
classes every period was an adjustment.

However, both he and Joan do enjoy 
having choices in their classes — in 
Europe, they are restricted to mandated 
courses each year. Niklas particularly 
enjoys weightlifting at BHS.

"It's the best class," he said with a 
smile.

 When they return home next fall, 
Niklas will have two more years of high 
school to complete. After fourth grade, 
he said students chose how many more 
years to complete — six, seven or nine 
(he chose nine).

Joan will be a senior when he starts 
school again in Spain.

Although both miss food in their 
home countries, they like a few Ameri-
can traditions.

Niklas enjoys barbecue.
Joan is more into condiments.
"The thing I like about America is 

ranch dressing. I put it on everything," 
he said with a grin.
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On exchange: Joan and Niklas

Series
We will feature several 
exchange students over the 
next few issues of Bulldog 
Pride.

This story introduces Joan 
Mascaro-Sanchez from Spain 
and Niklas Bitzer from Ger-
many.

Niklas Bitzer, right, played football this fall along with another exchange stu-
dent, Jimmy Hung.

Joan Mascaro-Sanchez grew up on the Spanish island Mallora, which has an 
average low temperature of 55 degrees. While on exchange in Eastern Oregon 
he's taken advantage of a true winter.



Baker FBLA sent 45 students 
from Baker High School and 

11 from Baker Middle School to 
compete at the regional skills con-
ference held February 7 at Eastern 
Oregon University.

Students also attended campus 
tours and workshops about financial 
aid, collegiate athletics, dress for 
success, and planning for the future.

In FBLA, students compete in a 
variety of areas such as advertis-
ing, business calculations, computer 
design and marketing. Some study 
these topics in their classes, or use 
online resources for practice tests.. 
Others seek help from advisor Toni 
Zikmund.

"I also offer a chance for kids to 
come in and practice presentations 
and interviews with me and/or com-
munity leaders," she said.

Zikmund said she's spoken to local 
business leaders who notice a differ-
ence in young adults who participate 
in either FBLA or FFA.

"Anytime they have an FBLA or 
FFA student applying for a job, they 
can tell right away because the appli-
cant is well-poised, professional, and 
well-spoken," Zikmund said. 

FBLA offers such a variety of skill 
topics that Zikmund said "there is a 
pathway for everyone."

"No matter what sort of career 
a student is pursuing, we have a 
competitive event that matches that 
career," she said. 

FBLA offers leadership, service, 
traveling, and scholarship opportuni-
ties within the organization as well. 

Following is a list of the district 
qualifiers for BHS and BMS. All of 
the following placements qualify for 
the state conference in Portland on 
April 3-6.

Baker High School
Accounting II: Jazmine Labonte, 1  
Advertising: Hannah Metz, 2; Savannah 

Brown, 3
Business Calculations: Kale Cassidy, 3 
Business Communication: Taya Riley, 6
Business Law: Taya Riley, 1; Joe Chester-

man, 9
Client Service: Chelsea Davis, 5; Alayne 

Bennett, 8
Computer Applications: Jayden Rice, 1; 

Guadalupe Macias, 2
Database Design and Application: Caitlin 

Lien, 1; Keegan Masterson, 2; Kyle Logs-
don, 3; Kaitlyn Waters, 5

Economics: Kyle Logsdon, 7
Entrepreneurship Team 1: Emily Black, 2; 

Jazmine Labonte, 2
Entrepreneurship Team 2: Jimmy Hung, 

5; Hunter Long, 5; Phoebe Wise, 5
Entrepreneurship Team 3: Brianna 

Boruch, 9; Lucien Yervasi, 9
Global Business Team 1: Beau Stone, 3
Health Care Administration: Dylan 

Mastrude, 5; Katherine Villalobos, 6; Laura 
Illingsworth, 9

Hospitality Management Team 1 : Kerrie 
Kast, 5; Keegan Masterson, 5

Hospitality Management Team 2: Renee 
Blincoe, 10; McKenzie Hall, 10;  Makayla 
Mills, 10

Impromptu Speaking: Zoe Carlson-Mor-
row, 1; Jadyn Berry, 6; Kale Cassidy, 8

Insurance & Risk Management: Karli 
McKim, 1; Kerrie Kast, 2

Introduction to Parliamentary Proce-
dure: Daniel Wachtel, 2; Chelsea Davis, 4

Introduction to Public Speaking: Savan-
nah Brown, 2

Journalism: Abigail Benson, 4
Marketing Team 1: Hannah Metz, 2
Marketing Team 2: Maggie Mackenzie, 

6; Hailey Zikmund, 6
Networking Concepts: Beau Stone, 2
Organizational Leadership: Karli McKim, 

5; Emily Black, 8
Personal Finance: Dylan Mastrude, 3; 

Alexandria Hutley, 6
Sales Presentation: Laura Illingsworth, 3

Spreadsheet Applications: Phoebe Wise, 
1; Jayden Rice, 4; Hunter Long, 5; Jacque-
lyn Ortiz, 6

Word Processing: Jadyn Berry, 8; Daniel 
Wachtel, 9

Baker Middle School
Business Etiquette: Campbell Vander-

wiele, 5; Ashley Cernazanu, 6; Riley Shaw, 
7

Business Math and Financial Literacy:  
Cadence Penning, 1; Riley Shaw, 9; Guada-
lupe Sanchez, 10

Career Exploration: Ashley Cernazanu, 5; 
Hailey Long, 6; Guadalupe Sanchez, 10

Creed Speaking: Hailey Long, 3; Dylan 
Estabrooks, 5; Campbell Vanderwiele, 7

Digital Citizenship: Dylan Estabrooks, 1; 
Cadence Penning, 2; Salissa Moreno, 9

Elevator Speech: Emma Williams, 5; 
Te'ygan Coley, 7; Brooklyn Jaca, 9

Multimedia and Website Development: 
Kade Rudi, 1; Te'ygan Coley, 2; Brooklyn 
Jaca, 7
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FBLA: 56 compete at regionals
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Spotlights
Happenings from 

around the 

district

Brianna Stadler, standing on the No. 1 block, broke the record for the 100 backstroke at the state 
swimming championships held in February.

Fourth-graders from South Baker Intermediate visited Baker 
Technical Institute to learn about simple machines.

Amelia Walden and her Haines Elemen-
tary classmates celebrated Dr. Seuss week 
March 4-7.

Megan Langan and her sons rotated through 
stations during a special STEAM night at Haines 
Elementary during Read Across America Week.
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District Maintenance
A review of Baker School Dis-

trict's investments in facili-
ties over the past 12 years describes 
a situation familiar across Oregon 
school districts.

"This tells the story of most school 
districts in Oregon," said Mark Witty, 
superintendent.

Looking at a graph charting back 
more than a decade (see right), he 
points to the school years of 2007-
2008 and 2009-2010. The money 
invested in capital improvements? 
Zero.

The reason for this is fairly simple: 
those years line up with the start of 
the great recession when substantial 
loss of district income resulted from 
families leaving the area to find work.

The year of 2008-2009 saw a slight 
rise when the district spent $34,403 
for a wheelchair lift.

By 2010, however, the story starts 
to change. Each year, with the ex-
ception of 2012-2013, has seen an 
increase in capital investments across 
the district. A portion comes out of 
the district's dedicated fund for such 
projects, but the largest percentage 
comes from grants.

Take, for instance, the projects for 
2018-2019. Even though the school 
year isn't finished, it already marks 
the greatest capital investment with 
more than $2 million in seismic 
grants that enabled work at Baker 
High School and Brooklyn Primary 
School.

Although situations requiring im-
mediate attention do arise — such 
as a boiler that quits working — the 
district has a five-year investment 
plan for all facilities.

Some projects are finished in 
phases, such as the parking lot at BHS 
and sprinkler systems on the school 
grounds.

Dan Srack is the maintenance su-

pervisor. His crew, including himself, 
numbers five to handle all the mainte-
nance in the district.

"The maintenance team is mainte-
nance — not construction," he said.

For instance, he plans to do new 
floors in classrooms at Brooklyn. Due 
to the cost, it is phased over the next 
five years. Installing energy-efficient 
windows requires a similar phase-in 
process.

Other needs require more immedi-
ate attention. For several years main-
tenance has patched leaks in the small 
gym at Baker High School. A new 
roof is scheduled for the 2019-2020 
budget year.

Aging buildings always need 
some sort of work. At South Baker, 
Srack's list includes new asphalt near 
the entrance, asbestos abatement in 
the tiles, new flooring and energy-
efficient windows. A new roof on the 
north wing and gym is scheduled for 
2020-2021.

"It's fixing what's there," Srack said. 

"You do the best you can with what 
you've got."

While the team's work load ramps 
up to include grounds maintenance 
during the warmer months, winter 
keeps them busy with heating issues.

"There's a lot of work orders in the 
winter," he said.

Once summer vacation starts, the 
maintenance crew goes to work on 
projects easier to complete when 
students and staff are not on the prem-
ises.

Installing sprinkler systems in fields 
is one of these projects.

"Within the last 10 or 12 years 
we've put a sprinkler system in four 
or five different spots," Srack said.

Those include Brooklyn, Baker 
High School and the stadium football 
field. This summer, sprinklers will be 
installed at Baker Middle School.

Automated sprinkler systems save 
time and money. Since staff aren't 
needed to haul hoses and sprinklers, 
they can dedicate their time to other 

tasks. Timers also ensure fields re-
ceive the right amount of moisture.

"You save money on water," Srack 
said. "They are really efficient."

Although the maintenance 
department does not handle 

major construction, Srack and his 
employees have a hand in just about 
every project in the district.

For instance, when a room at 
Brooklyn flooded, maintenance 
worked with contractors to fix the 
damage. Srack said the crew also 
logged quite a few hours trenching 
for electric lines during installation of 
new lights at the Baker Sports Com-
plex soccer fields last summer.

As for the day-to-day routine, their 
schedule varies depending on time of 
year and work orders from the various 
schools. A list of tasks is already be-
ing developed for the coming summer 
months.

"We start drawing it up right now," 
Srack said.

Year Capital investments
2018/19 $2,016,976.52
2017/18 $1,402,760.99
2016/17 $1,459,319.91
2015/16 $473,180.78
2014/15 $369,286.77
2013/14 $341,725.98
2012/13 $159,902.34
2011/12 $247,531.13
2010/11 $77,672.06
2009/10 $0.00
2008/09 $34,403.48
2007/08 $0.00

2018/19

2017/18

2016/17

2015/16

2014/15

2013/14

2012/13

2011/12

2010/11

2009/10

2008/09

2007/08

Capital investments 

Capital investments

$2,016,976.52
$1,402,760.99
$1,459,319.91

$473,180.87

$369,286.77
$341,725.98

$159,902.34
$247,531.13
$77,672.06
$0

$34,403.48

$0
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3rd grade musical
Deep below the ocean waves 

lives three gnarbles who wish 
to see the sun. They start 
swimming and keep swimming 
despite all the creatures that 
either scare them or think they 
would make a fine meal.

On March 7, third graders 
from Brooklyn Primary pre-
sented "Journey of the Noble 
Gnarble," a musical in the mak-
ing for about a year under the 
direction of Tanner Denne.

The five third-grade classes 
were divided into different 
characters, each with a unique 
shirt color. Noelle Quintela, Or-
rin Anderson, and Grace Tracy 
played the Gnarbles. Grady 
Petrik was the stage manager.

Journey of the  Noble Gnarble
Brooklyn Primary third graders present

Adalyn Robb, Emily Hardy and Alexis Robertson sing 
a song about the Gnarbles (Orrin Anderson and Grace 
Tracy). Noelle Quintela is behind the drum.

Ethan Rayl and Kyleeya Payne sing with their classmates in 
"Journey of the Noble Gnarble."

Cash Lay and Jonathan Kerns put actions with words during a 
song with their class.


