
School hasn’t been easy for 
Marco Rosales.

As the son of immigrant 
parents who speak Spanish at 
home, he learned English along 
with the regular school curricu-
lum when he enrolled in Baker 
School District.

“It was a struggle,” he said.
Now, as a junior at Baker 

High School, Marco was hon-
ored in February as the Promise 
Student of the Month from 
Baker Technical Institute.

It is at BTI where he discov-
ered welding. He is on track to 
finish the available courses this 
year, and as a senior will take 
the adult professional welding 
classes that meet after school.

“I want to take all the classes 
and get certified,” he said. “I 
want to get a good-paying job 
and help support my family. It’s 
about giving back.”

As a student, his parents 
couldn’t help with his home-
work written in English. But he 
said they always supported and 
encouraged him in his studies.

His mom watched him 
receive the Promise Student 
award via Zoom.

“She cried about four times,” 
Marco said with a smile.

Doug Dalton, president of 
BTI, presented the award.

“Traditional school work has 
not been easy for Marco,” he 

said. “But at BTI he has found 
his place, where learning with 
his hands he has shined. Marco 
has become a fabulous welder 
and fabricator.”

Although he’d watch his dad 
weld on the farm, he hadn’t 
done much himself before en-
rolling in “Intro to Welding” as 
a freshman.

“This is a great opportunity to 
start,” he remembers thinking 
of that course.

These days he’s welding at 
least two hours on school days. 
Next year that will increase to 
five hours a day as he prepares 

to earn his certifications from 
the American Welding Society 
by attending BTI for his post 
secondary training.

“Attending BTI after high 
school will allow Marco the 
opportunity to earn his industry 
credentials and stay close to his 
family and younger siblings,” 
Dalton said.

Marco exemplifies the qual-
ities that BTI courses aim to 
instill in their students, Dalton 
said.

“At BTI we celebrate the val-
ue of work, of a job well done, 
and of being proud of that,” 

he said. “We get the opportu-
nity to work with industry and 
employers every day and they 
tell us over and over that the 
most important thing someone 
can bring to the table to ensure 
success is work ethic, problem 
solving. responsibility, account-
ability, and respect.

“This is the world all of 
our students are getting ready 
to enter in search of career 
opportunities, and we need to 
celebrate students that shine 
in these areas and have these 
critical skills.” 

Bulldog Pride
Baker School District 5J

Baker High School, Baker Technical Institute, Eagle Cap Innovative High School, 
Baker Middle School, South Baker Intermediate, Brooklyn Primary, Haines, Keating 

www.baker5j.org                                             Volume 5, Issue 5 •   March 2021

Current Resident

Bulldog Pride

Baker School District 5J
2090 Fourth St.

Baker City, OR 97814
541-524-2260

www.baker5j.org

Connect
Please "like"  Baker 

School District 5J 
on Facebook

INSIDE

    Gary Dielman, 81, 
graduated from Baker 
High School in 1957. 
Here he shares some 
memories of growing 
up in Baker.

The world of welding 
Marco Rosales is on his way to becoming a professional welder

Alumni Spotlight
Page 3

Marco Rosales discovered welding at Baker Technical Institute during his freshman year of high 
school. As a junior, he is on his way to completing all available welding classes, and will move 
into the adult college-level courses next year.

CALENDAR

March
22-26: Spring break

April
15: School board meets, 
6 p.m. Call 541-524-2260 
for details on attending

May
20: School board meets, 
6 p.m. Call 541-524-2260 
for details on attending 



Thanks, Katie!
Giant Shout Out to Katie Rudi for 

taking on the vital role of Middle 
School Counselor during a pandemic. 
Katie is a very hard worker. She truly 
cares about the community she serves. 
She is constantly finding resources to 
ease the burdens of our hurting students. 
I am proud to call Katie not only a co-
worker but a friend!

Melody Webb

To classified staff:
To Kathleen Christensen, Bea 

Brooks, Carla Aichele, Connie 
Sundblad, Tala Yencopal, Patty McGin-
niss, Patty Howe, Ron Carpenter: We 
have the best classified staff possible 
at Haines! These folks truly go out of 
their way to make all of our lives a little 
better, brighter, healthier, and cleaner! 
From handling office tasks, working 
with students, serving up delicious food, 
making sure our building is squeaky 
clean, and always sharing a friendly 
smile or laugh, they make our building 
a wonderful place to teach and learn. 
Thank you, Haines Classified Staff!  

Katy Collier

To the best bosses:
Barry Nemec, special education 

director, has been my boss for 
14 years. He has always supported 
me (even if I was not being good), he 
always encourages me, and he gives me 
advice so I can be a better teacher. I am 
grateful to have the opportunity to work 
under him. Thanks Barry for always 
giving me a challenge and believing that 
I can do it.   

Doug Dalton, president of Baker 
Technical Institute, gave me the oppor-
tunity to be the BTI GED Instructor. 
This is a new program that started the 
summer of 2020. This program allows 
me to work with students and adults 
who are looking for a different way to 
succeed academically. I appreciate the 
challenge. Doug allowed me to hit the 
ground running. With the help from Dr. 
Thomas Joseph, principal at Eagle Cap 
Innovative High School, this program is 

growing. We have a lot of interest from 
adults as well. We reach out to many 
community agencies too.

Thanks, Doug, for trusting me with 
this program and encouraging me to 
take on this program.

Wayne Paxton has been my boss for 
about six years now. Being a bus driver 
for the district is being part of a family 
— a family that looks forward to pick-
ing up the children everyday and taking 
them home every night. We do this 
with a smile. When I enter the bus barn, 
Wayne is always there with his sense of 
humor and his “don’t stress it” attitude. 
If I have questions or need help, Wayne 
is there for assistance and guidance. 
Wayne and Rachelle Lemmon work 
around my busy work schedule to find 
a route that I can commit to in order to 
help them out. Thanks Wayne for always 
making me laugh and for giving me the 
opportunity to be part of an awesome 
family, the Bus Barn Family! 

Candace Hoskins-Patton

Michelle is dedicated
Michelle has served in a long-

term sub position in Haines 2nd 
grade since October. As she nears the 
end of her time with us, I’d like to thank 
her for her dedication to our students! 
Michelle has taken on this task with the 
gusto and flexibility that this year has re-
quired! Her calm and patient demeanor, 
the rapport she’s built with students, and 
her determination to support every child 
every day shines through at school. 

Michelle, it has been a pleasure work-
ing with you and you are greatly appre-

ciated! Please come back and visit us!
Katy Collier

A lunch line savior!
Lance Woodward, you are a lunch 

line savior! Sara Vandyke and 
Becky Cross have their hands full, quite 
literally, during lunch service. Not being 
able to use our salad bars has put a lot 
more in the hands of our high school 
and middle school cooks, requiring them 
to place each item on every tray, one at a 
time. This can be quite time consuming, 
especially on more complex menu days. 
Lance voluntarily has been rotating his 
time every day between the two loca-
tions to help get the food on the trays.

A big THANK YOU from the Food 
Service Department. You are very much 
appreciated.

Jessica Dalton

To Angela Lattin:
I want to express my appreciation to 

Angela Lattin for sharing exciting 
news, happenings, and district-related 
information with me from her lens. She 
is always forward thinking and tagging 
me on events and information that might 
be used in district communications. I am 
very appreciative of her willingness to 
pass these little things on without hesita-
tion. It truly helps me do my job better. 

Jason Todd

You’re awesome!
To Angela Lattin: Thanks for being 

awesome to students and staff!
Sharon Paine

BMS staff:
I would like to give shout outs to our 

BMS teachers for keeping our stu-
dents going in a positive direction, along 
with our para pros who go way beyond 
the call of duty! #Teamwork

Jim Howerton

Thanks, tech team!
To the Tech Team: Thanks for help-

ing with ipads in my room.
Sharon Paine

Doing the right thing
I would like to give a shout out to 

Channin Becker for her integrity.  
She does the right thing when nobody is 
looking.  She performs acts of kindness 
without bringing attention to herself.  
What an educator!

James Billings

A wonderful treat
Angela Lattin and the kids at 

BELC deserve a shout out for 
honoring our district bus drivers on Bus 
Driver Appreciation Day February 17. 
Angela delivered doughnuts and goodies 
to the bus barn personally.  

Alan Glover

To Angela:
I’d like to do a shout out for Angela 

Lattin, the director of BELC. She 
has been managing, running, organizing 
and keeping this place together from 
dusk till dawn and even on most week-
ends.

Emoke Marvin

To Melissa Garner:
To Melissa: Thanks for being our 

lead teacher. We appreciate you.
Sharon Paine

For more shout outs, 
please see Pages 3 and 7
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Shout Outs

Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teachers, parents, community mem-
bers - anyone who wants to recognize someone for a job well done. Submissions 
can be 100 words or less. Email entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.
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Shout Outs
Gary Dielman

Class of 1957

Alumni memories

Gary Dielman, 81, graduated from Baker High 
School in 1957. Here he shares some memories of 
growing up in Baker.

One difference I can think of is the fact that I attended 
the Helen M. Stack Building from 6th through 9th 

grades. 
In my generation there were four elementary schools 

(south, east, north and west neighborhoods, built in that 
order), the Stack building, the former high school across 
Washington Street, and the new Baker High School. And 
Miss Stack was still alive when it was built. You might want 
to look at my article on the library website answering the 
question “Who was Helen M. Stack?” (to read this history, 
go to www.bakerlib.org and search for Helen M. Stack).

I was in band and orchestra for the three years at BHS. I 
was also in the pep band that played at basketball games. At 
the end of my sophomore and junior years I played in the 
orchestra for senior graduation ceremonies. We played Pomp 
and Circumstance, a march written by Edward Elgar, as the graduates walked by two-by-two 
down the middle aisle of the auditorium to their seats in the first rows. I love that march.

Another tradition was a cheering competition in the basketball gym among the three classes, 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors for the best loudest yelling. I don’t remember who judged the 
classes’ loudest support for the athletes, but the loudest class won.

I was never on an athletic team — football, basketball, or track.  No baseball in those days. 
My athletic endeavors took place starting at age 38, when I began participating in 10K races and 
triathlons, in which I was near the top of the finishers, in spite of my 40+ age. 

The following is from an interview with Gary on Feb. 17, 2021:

After high school, Gary went to Eastern Oregon College of Education (today’s Eastern Or-
egon University). He graduated, with honors, with a degree in general studies. From there 

he went to the University of Iowa to earn a master’s in German language and linguistics. After-
ward, he was hired by Purdue University’s modern language department.

After finishing one year of law school, he returned to Baker City to be juvenile department 
director.  He held that position for eight years, then returned to school to earn his secondary edu-
cation certificate. He taught German for one year at BHS, then took a job as Parole and Probation 
director. After eight years in that position, Gary went to work for the U.S. Forest Service, retiring 
in 1998.

“I liked them all and I had a lot of variety,” he said of his careers.
After retiring, Gary began writing. He’s published more than 70 history articles, most of which 

can be found on the Baker County Library website. Eight articles were published by the Oregon 
Encyclopedia. He’s also curated thousands of historic photos for the Baker County Library, which 
can be found online at www.bakerlib.org.

A student advocate
Shout out to Tom Joseph, the principal for Eagle Cap 

Innovative High School. Even though his school’s 
enrollment quadrupled overnight, he continues to advocate 
for all Eagle Cap students to make sure they succeed.

Emoke Marvin

To the BELC staff:
Thank you to the staff at BELC for your cheerful can 

do attitude that helps me make it through each day.
Melissa Garner

Thanks, Brooklyn paras!
We would like to give a shout out to our wonderful 

Paraprofessional staff at Brooklyn Primary! Our 
students would not be progressing the way they are with-
out this amazing support. Thank you so much! 

First grade teachers

To those who make the day better
I just wanted to thank Bea, Carla, Tala, Connie, Kath-

leen,  Patty G, Patty H. and Ron for everything they do 
for Haines Elementary. No words or token of appreciation 
can truly express how I feel about each one of you. My 
days are better with you in them.

Brenda Martin

An unsung hero at BMS
Alayna Carpenter is definitely an unsung hero at 

BMS. She is involved in almost every area of our 
education. She is the first to offer a helping hand wherever 
needed. Although these are wonderful characteristics of 
her personality, I believe her sense of family is her crown. 
I have never heard her complain about taking on a task that 
was not assigned to her. Her general response is we are 
family. We help each other. Thank you Alayna for being a 
part of my family!

Melody Webb

To Amanda and Britta:
A HUGE shout out to two outstanding paraprofes-

sionals: Amanda Washington and Britta Yates. They 
are both so passionate about children and learning. Both 
are highly valued not by just myself, but many others 
at Brooklyn as well. Your dedication to our students is 
AMAZING. We all love you both!

Jill Welter

Photo of Gary Dielman from the 
1957 BHS Nugget
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Using simple machines to 
build Valentine’s Day fun

School board 
votes to put 

$4 million bond 
on May ballot

At their February 18 board meeting, 
the Baker School District board of 

directors voted to put a $4 million bond 
measure on the May 2021 ballot.

The proposed bond would be repaid 
over five years, costing property owners 
approximately 66 cents per $1,000 of 
assessed property value — about $66 per 
year on a home assessed at $100,000.

If the bond is approved by voters, the 
district would qualify to receive $4 mil-
lion in state matching grant funds from 
the Oregon Department of Education’s 
Oregon School Capital Improvement 
Matching (OSCIM) program.

The $4 million bond, plus $4 million 
OSCIM grant, would be combined with 
$4 million from the district’s Capital 
Projects and Student Investment Account 
for a total of $12 million.  These funds 
would be used to upgrade mechanical 
and electrical systems in all schools, and 
to construct a 5,000-square-foot kitchen/
cafeteria at Baker Middle School. Bond 
funds would also be used for safety and 
security improvements at every school.

“This district works hard to identify,  
apply and utilize all available funding 
streams for capital improvements to our 
schools to provide a safe and healthy 
environment for our kids,” said board 
member Julie Huntington. “We have a 
unique opportunity in the OSCIM grant 
to match this grant with bond funds and 
district funds to make needed improve-
ments in every school building!”

Only districts that plan to submit a 
general obligation bond measure in May 
2021 were allowed to apply, and those 
selected must successfully pass bond 
measures to collect the OSCIM funds.

Every year, fourth-grad-
ers at South Baker 

Intermediate School study 
simple machines: wheel and 
axle, lever, pulley, incline 
plane, pulley, screw, and 
wedge.

To culminate the section, 
the students were tasked with 
using at least one simple ma-
chine to create a Valentine’s 
Day box. The creations were 
made at home, and students 
brought their machines to 
school on Feb. 10.

In past years, all the 
fourth-graders toured class-
rooms to see the creativity of 
their classmates. 

This year, with COVID-re-
lated health measures, 
students stayed in their own 
classrooms and demonstrat-
ed their own invention to 
classmates. Reece Hurliman, a fourth-grader at South Baker Intermediate School, demon-

strates how her catapult works.

Blake Stevens shows his Valentine’s Day creation. Adam Kirby was happy to demonstrate his 
simple machine on Feb. 11.
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Honoring past students as the newest 

learners start their education

When Angela Lattin discovered boxes full of 
photographs during the remodel at North 

Baker School, she knew the visual memories should 
be shared with the community.

Now the Baker Early Learning Center entrance 
provides visitors with a walk down memory lane 
thanks to a display featuring class photos of students 
who attended North Baker Elementary School.

The BELC, inside North Baker, is now home to 
preschool and kindergarten classes.

Courtney Burton, parent of a current student, took 
on the project to scan, frame, and display the photo-
graphs.

Right now, the featured classes are from 1980-
1981, 1990-1991, and 2000-2001. Next year, these 
will be swapped for a new set of photos from differ-
ent years.

Visitors who would like to see the display are wel-
come, but must follow COVID-19 protocols (mask, 
physical distancing, and a health check). Please call 
ahead: 541-524-2310.

Baker Early Learning Center display features photos of past North Baker classes
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Spotlights
Happenings from 

around the district

Kindergarten classes from Baker Early Learning Center spent time sledding at Quail Ridge 
Golf Course after a fresh snowfall. To ensure physically distancing health measures on the 
bus, the classes went one at a time throughout the day.

After a snowstorm in late February, the students at Keating School created 22 snow people 
— one for each student in the school.

Pre-kindergarten students at Haines Elementary took 
turns popping up to celebrate Groundhog Day.
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Doing a wonderful job
I would like to give a huge shout out to 

Becky Cross and Alana Carpenter here 
at Baker Middle School. They do a wonder-
ful job with our students!!

Jim Howerton

Shout out to Britta Yates
Shout out to Britta Yates. She helps out 

in my classroom every day! She is so 
patient with kids, thinks of fun things to get 
them excited about reading, and is such a 
big help to me! I don’t know what I would 
do without Britta. 

Ashley Ballard

Thank you, paras!
Thank you to all of the paras who work 

with our second graders at recess and 
throughout the day. Thank you for keeping 
them safe and encouraging them daily!

A special thank you to Teresa Sullivan 
and Sophia Galyen who work so tirelessly 
with my second grade class. Thank you for 
all you do and the difference you’re making 
with our kids! You are amazing!

Stephanie Nuttal

Thanks, Mr. McCauley!
I would like to give a huge shout out to 

our BMS Athletic Director Mr. McCau-
ley. He has done so much for our coaches 
and students in order to try and play in 
sporting events. Thank you! 

Coach Jimmy

Much appreciated help!
Thank you to the District Office staff 

for all of your help and patience the 
past 12 weeks. Special thanks to Curtis and 
Fred for doing their best to keep a snow-free 
path from the handicapped parking space to 
the ramp into the building! I’m hoping to be 
back on my own two feet soon!!  

Lisa Young

Thank you, Mrs. Emmons!
I would like to give a huge shout out to 

Mrs. Emmons! She is with a student 
in my room every day. She modifies and 

accommodates their curriculum to meet 
their needs effortlessly and I appreciate 
her so much. The success of this student 
is obviously due to her incredible instruc-
tional capabilities and her dedication to this 
student’s success. Thank you for everything 
you do Karen! You are a true gem!

Julie Stout

Eagle Cap support staff:
A very special thank you to Emoke 

Marvin and Liz Smock for their 
administrative support around the guidance 
needs of Eagle Cap students. These ladies 
had never registered a high school student 
before, had to learn a completely new stu-
dent information system, and all while ex-
periencing a sudden surge in our enrollment. 
As the dust settles from the first semester, 
with the second now well underway, I can 
see that their tremendous efforts to make 
sure all Eagle Cap students have the courses 
they need were not in vain. 

Thank you, both, for all you do! 
Dr. Thomas Joseph

Angela Lattin, BELC staff
Angela Lattin and the BELC staff:

On behalf of the Eagle Cap team, I 
would like to thank Principal Angela Lattin 
and the entire BELC team for making North 
Baker such a fun place to teach. With our 
limited in-person instruction format, Eagle 
Cap simply misses seeing our high school 
students in large numbers. To see the smil-
ing faces of Baker’s pre-K students, to see 
all of the exciting activities each teacher has 
the kids doing, brings an energy to the entire 
building that your secondary education col-
leagues truly appreciate. Nice work, BELC, 
on your inaugural launch and we look for-
ward to seeing this project grow over time. 

Dr. Thomas Joseph

Thanks for the bus radio!
Thank you Nathan and Wayne for the 

handheld bus radio! Wayne for bring-
ing it over the same day and 5 minutes after 
I requested it. WOW, you guys ROCK!! 
Thanks so much! It sure makes working bus 
duty that much better. 

Rochelle Adams

Shout Outs

Honoring the 
classified staff
Baker School Dis-

trict celebrated 
Classified Appreciation 
Week March 1-5 with 
special signs, messages, 
and treats for the classi-
fied staff.

Classified employees 
include bus drivers, kitch-
en cooks, the mainte-
nance team, custodians, 
school secretaries, and 
classroom paraprofes-
sionals.

Throughout the week, 
the district’s Facebook 
page featured a different 
message from school board 
members, and all classified em-
ployees received Baker Bucks 
to spend at local businesses.

Special recognition of the 
classified staff was celebrated 
at each school in various ways. 
For instance, a first grade class 
at Brooklyn Primary School 
wrote notes to the paraprofes-
sionals (photo at right).

Classified Appreciation Week
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Be sure to check 
out our April issue!
Baker School District is mak-

ing plans for summer pro-
grams. Details for Summer 
Academy are still being final-
ized. Look for more informa-
tion about registration in the 
next issue of the Bulldog Pride 
in April.

High school students inter-
ested in working at Summer 
Academy can check the “Em-
ployment Opportunities” tab 
on www.baker5j.org.

Baker Technical Institute will 
have courses for adults and 
camps for youth this summer. 
For details, check bakerti.org 
or BTI’s pages on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Vaccination by the numbers

Thanks to several large clinics held in Feb-
ruary, Baker County ranked as one of the 

top counties in the state for vaccination against 
COVID-19. As of March 5, nearly 3,000 doses 
have been given to residents.

Everyone age 65 and older is eligible to re-
ceive the vaccine, as well as all Oregon edu-
cators (public and private K-12 educators and 
staff, early childhood educators and staff and 
childcare providers and staff). Those working in 
the healthcare sector were one of the first groups 
to be eligible.

All Oregonians age 16 and older will be eligi-
ble to receive the vaccine on July 1, 2021.

Superintendent Mark Witty estimates that 70% 
to 75% of district staff received the vaccine.

“The most important strategy to be able to 
get Baker SD secondary students back to school more than 
two days a week is having large portions of our population 
receiving the vaccination,” he said. “Clearly, the more indi-
viduals who are vaccinated, the lower our risk becomes of 
spreading COVID-19. I’m very pleased with the hard work 
that the Baker County Health Department has done to get 
vaccinations to our education staff and senior citizens in our 
community.”

Dr. Thomas Joseph, principal of Eagle Cap Innovative High 
School, is fully vaccinated against COVID-19 after two doses 
of the Moderna vaccine. He did notice a difference between 
his first and second dose.

“The first shot felt like a minor ‘charlie horse’ for about a 
day,” he said. “A little sore at the point of the injection, but it 
did not stop me from doing much at all.”

He said the second shot was “different, but not terrible.”
“Similar soreness in the arm, but after about 24 hours I 

started feeling fatigued and had soreness in my joints, he 
said. “It felt as if a flu was coming on, but I never had a fever, 
nothing more than tired and a little achy, and that too lasted 
just 24 hours. Within 48 hours of the shot, I felt 100%.”

He praised the community immunization clinic held Feb. 
26 at Baker High School.

“Nancy Staten’s Health Department team was outstanding,” 
he said. “The traffic flow in and out was smooth, minimal 
wait times for the shot, the medical staff were courteous, top 
notch professionals.”

Joseph’s side effects are common, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

The CDC advises people to expect pain and swelling at the 
injection site. Other side effects could include fever, chills, 
tiredness, or headache. Dr. Eric Lamb, public health officer 
for Baker County, said these show the vaccine is working.

“Any vaccine is designed to increase our immune 
response to the bacteria or virus that we are trying to 

protect against,” Lamb said. “Most symptoms 
of infectious illnesses are not from the organism 

itself, but rather our body’s response to the 
microscopic invader. Muscle aches, fatigue, 

headache, fever, chills are all common responses to 
either the illness or a successful vaccine because it’s 

our immune system that is responding appropriately to 
the call for help. If someone has absolutely no side 

effects from a vaccine, I worry that their immune 
system is not responding like we want it to.”

Baker County has one of the highest vaccination rates in Oregon

Baker County COVID-19 vaccine information

General Public

  bakercountycovid19.com/

Phase 1a   bakercountycovid19.com/

 Baker County Health Department 541-523-8211 
St. Al’s Medical 541-524-8000

Early Learning/ 
K-12 employees/

Childcare
 Baker County Health Department 541-523-8211

Older Adults
  bakercountycovid19.com

 541-523-8211

 If you are eligible, learn how to get your COVID-19 vaccine here

 541-523-8211

As of March 5,  nearly 3,000 doses 
of the COVID-19 vaccine have been 
given in Baker County.


