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Connect
Please "like"  Baker 

School District 5J 
on Facebook

Calendar

Current	Resident

September
3: School starts
6: School day
19: School board meets, 
6 p.m., Baker City Hall

October
8: Pops and Pies concert, 
7 p.m.
17: School board meets, 
6 p.m., Baker City Hall
25: The Addams Family: 
The Musical, 7 p.m., BHS
26: The Addams Family: 
The Musical, 7 p.m., BHS
27: The Addams Family: 
The Musical, 3 p.m., BHS

Hispanic	Heritage
Events celebrating 

Hispanic Heritage Month 
are planned this fall. 
Thursdays in October will 
feature assemblies at 
South Baker. An evening 
program is planned for 
November (date TBA).

Renaissance 

Program focuses on improving school climate and culture

Ideas fly around the room, the 
students still full of energy from a 

four-day conference focused on improv-
ing school culture.

The program is called Jostens Renais-
sance. In July, 16 students from Baker 
High School and three adults attended a 
gathering of more than 1,500 in Or-
lando, Florida, to share ideas and learn 
about ways to improve the school expe-
rience for everyone.

"It's all about making kids feel like 
they're part of a family," said Toni Zik-
mund, a BHS teacher who has attended 

the Renaissance conference for four 
years.

Students heard inspirational speak-
ers talk about perseverance, staying 
positive, and making a difference in 
the world. Focused topics took place in 
small breakout sessions.

"It was really fun," said Jackie Ortiz, a 
junior. "You can see how much potential 
there is  — I'm excited to start school."

In early August the group came to-
gether to plan first-day activities to wel-
come students to the 2019-2020 school 
year. They voted on a theme — "Out 

of This World," a nod to the planned 
event at Area 51. The first day back is 
Sept. 3. The day will start in the foot-
ball stadium with a welcome assembly, 
staff introductions, an all-school game 
competition, class activities, and class 
meetings.

"The start should be a celebration," 
Zikmund said.

Day two covers topics such as rules 
and the school handbook, but the Re-
naissance students were quick for ideas 
on how to deliver that information is fun 
ways, such as skits.



Cierra is amazing!
I just wanted to let you know Cierra 

VanDyke is amazing!! She has 
been volunteering as a middle school 
student in the Kids in the Kitchen 
classes for Summer Academy.

 She is so helpful and likes to be very 
involved with the classes. She doesn’t 
let me forget hand sanitizer when it 
gets crazy, and she can organize mini 
pizzas like a pro making sure every 
child got the same pizza back that they 
gave to her for melting. She should 
definitely be recognized, as I’m not 
sure I could have survived pancake day 
without her. 

I enjoy our chit chat time in the 
mornings and she doesn’t leave the 
class until it’s all ready to close down. 
She would be a great BHS summer 
employee, the very day she becomes 
eligible. Shout out to Cierra for being 
an outstanding volunteer and nutrition 
assistant for Summer Academy!

Becca Colton, 
OSU Extension Service

Good work, Fred!
Shout out to Fred Dobbs for de-

livering all of the equipment and 
supplies to our schools.

Ellen Dentinger, IT Support

Thanks to my fellow 
travelers!
Shout out to my fellow chaper-

ones for the Josten's Renaissance 
National Conference in Orlando. 
Coordinating 16 students through 
crazy airports and delays, restaurants, 
Ubers, theme parks, and conference 
sessions can be like herding cats in a 
tornado, but you gals made it all go 

smoothly! Thank you so much Michele 
McCauley, Adriene Oster, and Dawna 
Blincoe!

Toni Zikmund

A fantastic experience
A HUGE shoutout to Angela 

Lattin and the whole Summer 
Academy crew for putting together 
a fantastic experience for our Baker 
students. It was great to see Brooklyn 
filled with students engaging in hands 
on and authentic work throughout the 
month of July. 

After Summer Academy concluded, 
you’d be hard pressed to know it even 
took place in our building as the staff 
took immaculate care of the facility 
and left it ready for students to return 
in the fall. 

Our summer programs truly are a 
model for the state on how to engage 
students and family during the long 
summer break. 

Phil Anderson, principal, 
Brooklyn Primary

Technology support
Shout out to LaKayla Gerber and 

Colter Beto who worked diligent-
ly to get technology in place before 
teachers come back to school.

Ellen Dentinger, IT Support

Set up at North Baker

Eagle Cap and Baker Web both 
wish to shout out to John 

Owen and Curtis Dunn and crew for 
all of their hard work this summer 
getting North Baker ready to roll! 
Well appreciated, gentlemen!

Thomas Joseph
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Shout Outs

Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teachers, parents, community mem-
bers - anyone who wants to recognize someone for a job well done.
Submissions can be 100 words or less. Email entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

INCubatoredu 

launches at BHS
Business plans, production and trials are 
the focus of this year-long course

When Toni Zikmund saw the 
program in action, she knew 

she wanted to offer it at Baker High 
School.

The course is called INCubato-
redu. She heard about it during a 
conference in San Antonio, Texas.

She presented the idea to Greg 
Mitchell, BHS principal, and Doug 
Dalton, president of Baker Techni-
cal Institute. It is now offered as part 
of the business classes at BHS — 
the first INCubatoredu program in 
Oregon.

The course tagline is simple: "Stu-
dents learn best by doing."

The first order of business is to 
come up with a "bug me" list.

"What are some things in the 
world that bug you?" Zikmund said.

Then teams of three to five stu-
dents will look at the lists and 
choose one to tackle by creating a 
solution.

For example, one team from Ar-
lington Heights, Illinois, created a 
product called Hoodie Hoop to solve 
the annoyance of trying to rethread 
hoodie ties that come out in the 
wash.

Zikmund said teams will present 
their idea to a board of advisors and 
request a small amount of money to 
get started. Next they will build a 
prototype, then send it out to con-
sumers.

"It's a cycle of sending it out, test-
ing, and fixing it," Zikmund said.

At the end of the course, the team 
presents a pitch to the board to se-
cure start up funds.

Throughout the year, Zikmund will 
provide business-centered lessons on 
accounting, marketing, material sup-
plies, and patent law. Sixteen of the 
lessons are designed to be taught by 
coaches from the community, such 
as accountants and lawyers.

Zikmund is also looking for com-
munity members to be mentors 
and meet with one team every few 
weeks.

She said Bryan Tweit, the pro-
gram's "community chamwpion," 
is helping her recruit volunteers for 
coaches, mentors, and the board of 
advisors.

In its first year, the class will be 
offered to juniors and seniors. For 
more information, or to volunteer, 
contact Zikmund by email at toni.
zikmund@bakersd.org or call the 
BHS guidance office.

INCubatoredu
In this high school program 
students identify a problem, 
create a solution, and then 
test it in the real world.

Community members are 
needed to serve as coaches, 
mentors, and an advisory 
board.

For information, contact 
teacher Toni Zikmund at 
toni.zikmund@bakersd.org. 
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New look at soccer fields
Heavy equipment students widen road, build parking lot near soccer fields

Kristen Rushton can't 
wait to see spectators 
lined up to watch soccer 

games this fall.
"We are super excited. It's going 

to make viewing soccer so much 
better. It's so much more acces-
sible," she said.

Rushton coaches soccer at 
Baker High School. This summer, 
students in the heavy equipment 
course at Baker Technical Insti-
tute improved the road leading to 
the soccer fields located on the 
north side of the Baker Sports 
Complex.

The BTI course is a 260-hour 
program that drew students from 
around the region. They first 
honed skills on CAT simula-
tors, then moved to work on real 
equipment at the land lab located 
off Hughes Lane. The aim of the 
lab is to provide an “experience 
that best matches work condi-
tions,” said Doug Dalton, presi-
dent of BTI.

“We try to mimic a construction 

site,” he said.
In previous courses, the stu-

dents completed tasks and then 
graded the ground back to level. 
The current class had the oppor-
tunity to complete a project that 
will benefit community members 
headed to the soccer fields.

BTI students and instructors 
widened the road, determined the 
grade, staked the area, calculated 
the necessary material, and esti-
mated the cost. 

The gravel road leads to a new 
parking lot – also gravel – adja-
cent to the soccer field. A turn-
around area for buses was added 
into the design.

This is the newest improvement 
at the soccer fields. Lights were 
installed last summer.

"We are so grateful to everyone 
in the community who has do-
nated time to help build the soccer 
program," Rushton said.

She anticipates 20 to 30 soccer 
players in her program. Boys soc-
cer will draw 30 to 40.

ABOVE: Students in this summer's heavy equipment class at Baker Technical Institute 
helped improve a road accessing the soccer fields from the north. The road is gravel, as is 
the new parking area and turn-around.

LEFT: The parking lot is adjacent to the soccer fields, which allows spectators to park and 
watch games.
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Summer algebra practice
For the fourth year, students heading 

to high school are getting some extra 
math practice in Algebra Readiness.

Several years ago, Kristen Spaulding 
needed to develop a capstone project to fin-
ish up her master's degree.

"You need to find a problem in your dis-
trict and come up with a solution," she said.

Spaulding teaches math at Baker Middle 
School. During conversations with Princi-
pal Skye Flanagan, they talked about the 
number of students who are not ready to 
take Algebra I as a freshman. A high school 
diploma requires three math credits of Alge-
bra I and above.

Spaulding created an assessment given at 
the end of a student's eighth-grade year. It 
covers five topics: factoring; integers; frac-
tions; order of operations; and equations. 

In designing the test, she collaborated 
with Flanagan, BHS principal Greg Mitch-
ell, and high school math teacher Jason 
Ramos.

In the assessment, students must score 

80% or above to enter Algebra I. Those who 
score between 60% and 79% are invited to 
Algebra Readiness.

Spaulding had 11 students who attended 
three days a week for an hour and a half. 
Spaulding individualized lessons so stu-
dents focused on the subject they needed to 
practice.

"Fractions were the number one topic 
where kids struggle," she said. "Fractions 
are really complicated."

Although the program ran for four weeks, 
students were able to retake the assessment 
before it ended.

"I had a few take it at the end of week 
three," she said.

Ten passed and will enter Algebra I in 
September.

In this course, and all her math classes, 
Spaulding tries to instill a positive attitude 
about  math.

"I try to reiterate that there's no such thing 
as a math person. If you do math, you're a 
math person," she said.

Getting a jump start at BMS
Students in the Jump Start pro-

gram had a close encounter 
with a steer's stomach as they spent a 
morning studying natural resources.

Most stayed far away from the fistu-
lated animal but Danny Davis stepped 
right up to take photos with his cell 
phone.

A fistulated cow undergoes surgery 
to place a passageway into its stom-
ach. These critters are used for scien-
tific studies and demonstrations about 
how a cow's stomach system works. 
This one was part of a talk by Leticia 
Henderson of the OSU Extension 
Service.

This experience was one of many 
for the nine students in Jump Start, a 

two-week program that helps seventh-
graders ease into middle school.

"Get them used to the environ-
ment," said Jonathan Baer, who led 
the course.

They met from 8 a.m. to noon, 
Monday through Friday, for the first 
two full weeks in August. Each day 
included a little math, reading, library 
visits, time at the park, and field trips.

"They're back in class, hanging out 
with their friends," Baer said.

They visited the Baker County Fair, 
went paddleboarding and canoeing 
at Anthony Lake, and joined Sheriff 
Travis Ash at Brownlee Reservoir. 
Their final day with a trip to Roaring 
Springs Water Park.

Jonathan Baer reaches inside a fistulated cow to pull out partially digested 
grass during a field trip for those in the Jump Start program at Baker Middle 
School.



The students started from 
scratch when Zero Robot-

ics first met July 8.
"A lot of us started not know-

ing anything. They did awe-
some," said instructor Chris 
Wittich.

Then, after four weeks of 
work, they submitted code for a 
NASA-related task that beat out 
six other teams in Oregon.

"They run it through 10 times 
and you get the average score," 
Wittich said.

The code developed by Baker's 
team received the most points, 
and it was beamed to the Space 
Station on August 9 to run a 
rescue mission for a damaged 
satellite.

The live stream aired at 5:30 
a.m. The team watched it on 
delay a few hours later. Wittich 
said code submitted from 16 
states were run through twice.

Zero Robotics was designed 
by MIT and NASA to 

spark interest in the space pro-
gram and robotics. During the 
school year, high school teams 
around the world work on a real-
world space problem. In summer, 
the program is simplified and 
geared toward students in middle 
school.

Eleven students enrolled in the 
inaugural program in the Baker 
School District, which ran from 
July 8 to August 8. Students 
across Oregon worked on the 
same problem, and all teams 
submitted their code at the end of 
four weeks.

"It's stressful, but really fun," 
said Lilly Collins, a seventh-
grader.

Baker City competed against 

teams from Western Oregon.
"I'd like to have more local 

teams from Eastern Oregon," 
Wittich said.

Wittich is on staff at BTI, 
and will help develop an 

IT pathway. The first year BTI 
will offer introduction to coding. 
In year two advanced classes in-
volving networking, servers, web 
design, and more will be offered.

He will also offer an after-
school program called E-Sports, 
which is competitive video gam-
ing.

He said E-Sport teams practice 
throughout the year, with play-
offs in the spring and fall.

Visit bakerti.org or call 541-
524-2651 for more information 
about programs.

Bulldog Pride             August 2019 •  www.baker5j.org      5

Zero Robotics code places first

Chris Wittich demonstrates the simulation of code developed by the students in his Zero Robotics class.

The Zero Robotics team in Baker City watched the testing of their code through a live 
stream on August 9.
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Spotlights
Happenings from 

around the 

district

Eleven young adults participated in a summer work experience camp offered at 
Baker Technical Institute in partnership with the Department of Human Services. 
The program was offered to ages 16 to 21, and participants could choose one of three 
pathways: health care, construction, and culinary.

The finale of Summer Academy featured a trip to the Pendleton 
Water Park.

Summer Academy included lessons on nutrition that had the kids pre-
paring their own snacks.
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Free admission for seniors
Those age 60 and older can obtain a senior citizen pass for home games
This fall, student-athletes 

will be encouraging the 
community to attend more 
games for free.

Each athlete will be given a se-
nior citizen pass that gains those 
60 and older entrance to regu-
lar season games for football, 
volleyball, soccer, basketball, 
baseball and softball.

"They are to go out and give it 
to somebody," said Buell Gonza-
les, district athletic director.

Passes are also available at 
the front office of Baker High 
School, 2500 E St., and at the 
gate of any game.

The senior citizen passes do 
not apply to playoff games.

Individual season passes
An all season/all sport pass for 

parents and community mem-
bers is available for $90.

Or, purchase passes for indi-

vidual sports at these prices:
• Football: $16
• Volleyball: $35
• Boys and Girls Basketball: 

$45
• Wrestling: $8
• Baseball and Softball: $35

Family season passes
A comprehensive family pass 

for all season and all sports is 
$135. Season passes are $70 for 
fall, $70 for winter, or $60 for 
spring.

Admission to individual games 
is $5 for adults, $3 for senior 
citizens from visiting schools, 
and $3 for students. Entry is free 
for BHS students with an ASB 
card.

There is a 10% discount on 
all passes for those who have a 
Gold Card, which is sold by the 
football team this fall for $10.

Tally Newman checks the ID of Linda Taylor before issuing a Senior Citizen Pass, which 
gains free admission to all regular season sports games at Baker High School. Passes are 
available at BHS and at the gate of home games.

Quenching thirst
New water fountains installed at multiple schools

New water fountains that include both a 
drinking spigot and a water bottle filler 

have been installed across the Baker School 
District this summer.

The new accessories will be more hygienic 
and encourage students to drink more water, 
said Mark Witty, superintendent.

The installation project was scheduled for 
summer because each spot had to be rewired 
with GFCI circuit breakers. Baker Electric 
handled that part. Tony Rudolph, a member of 
the district maintenance crew, handled instal-

lation of the machines. 
A total of nine new fountains were placed 

around the district and can be found at South 
Baker Intermediate, Brooklyn Primary, Baker 
Technical Institute, Baker High School, and 
Baker Middle School.

Rudolph said the new fountains will also 
eliminate drips common to the older mod-
els. The ability to fill bottles will also reduce 
repeat trips to the water fountain.

"The major reason was for the water bot-
tles," he said.
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Baker School District Staff: Editor
Lisa Jacoby: Writer, 
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School board: 

Chris Hawkins, Katie Lamb, Kevin Cassidy, 
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 It is the policy of the Baker Board of Education and 
School District that there will be no  discrimination or 
harassment on the grounds of race, color, sex, marital 
status, sexual orientation, religion, national origin, age 
or disability in any educational programs, activities or 

employment. Persons having questions about equal op-
portunity and nondiscrimination  should contact the Su-
perintendent at the Baker School District Office at 2090 
4th Street,  Baker City, OR. 97814 , Phone (541) 524 -2260.  

All Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs in this 
school district are open to all students. The District will 
take steps to assure that the lack of English language 
skills will  not be a barrier to admission and participa-

tion in CTE programs. ∙Section 504 Compliance Officer, 
Special Education Director, 2090 4th  Street,  Baker 

City, OR. (541) 524- 2260.  ∙Title II Coordinator, Director 
of Curriculum, 2090 4th Street, (541)  524 -2260.  ∙Title IX 

Coordinator, Special Education Director, 2090 4th Street,  
Baker City, OR 97814 (541) 524- 2260
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Multi-year projects 
planned across the 

school district

Each year, Baker School Dis-
trict budgets for maintenance 
projects to be completed dur-
ing the summer months when 
schools are mostly empty (with 
the exception of summer pro-
grams).

The district creates a five-year 
plan that includes capital proj-
ects (such as the roof replace-
ments at Baker High School and 
Brooklyn Primary in 2018), as 
well as smaller projects, includ-
ing several sets of new windows 
at South Baker, Brooklyn, Haines 
and Keating this summer.

These projects are funded by 
a combination of district money 
and grants.

Summer projects
The tennis courts 

at Baker High 
School received a 

facelift this summer.
Total cost of the proj-

ect was $44,800. Baker 
School District committed 
$16,576. 

The Tennis Association 
of Baker (TAB) donated 
$28,224. Of that amount, 
$11,500 came from the 
Leo Adler Community 
Foundation, and charitable 
donations totaling $10,000 
came from private donors. 
The rest was from the TAB 
account.

Energy-efficient windows 
were installed in sev-
eral classrooms at South 

Baker Intermediate School (seen 
at left), Brooklyn Primary, Haines 
Elementary, and Keating School.

"It makes such a difference," 

said Curtis Dunn, maintenance 
supervisor for the district.

At South and Brooklyn, the 
same rooms also received asbes-
tos abatement in the floor tiles.

This project is part of a multi-
year plan to replace windows.

Summer projects at Bulldog Me-
morial Stadium included new 
paint and a new railing on the 

western grandstand.
The small gym at Baker High School 

received a new roof, as well as new 
entrance doors by the gymansium.

A new water line was installed 
to Haines Elementary, and Keating 
School now has a new parking area.

The maintenance crew trenched the 
field at Baker Middle School for a 
sprinkler system that was installed in 
mid-August.


