
Rather than welcoming 
students into class-

rooms this fall, teachers in 
Baker School District will 
log on to Zoom and greet 
their class in a virtual envi-
ronment.

This is, as so many things 
these days, due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Although not as ideal as 
in-person, new technology 
installed over the summer 
will offer a different ex-
perience than last spring’s 
emergency move to distance 
learning.

“Immediate perks are that 
teachers will be able to make 
distance learning so much 
more personable than it was 
in the spring,” said Nicole 
Sullivan, who teaches sci-
ence at Baker High School 
and served on the technology 
team last spring.

Although science does 
depend on labs and collabo-
ration between students, Sul-
livan said the new technolo-
gy will help in her classroom 
demonstrations.

“With our new technology 
systems, there won’t be a 
bad seat in the whole house,” 

she said.
The new system offers 

flexibility, too, from the abil-
ity to access classes through 
Zoom from anywhere that 
has Internet access — wheth-
er students are on vacation 
or home sick. Lessons will 
be recorded as well in case 

students can’t log in at class 
time.

(Attendance, however, will 
be taken at the live classes 
and students will be required 
to have their camera on 
during the class.)

In normal school years, 
Sullivan provides various 

field trips for her science 
students, including a hunt 
for morels out in the for-
est. Last spring made those 
impossible, but she recorded 
her outings to share virtually 
with students.
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Nicole Sullivan, who teaches science at Baker High School, looks forward to utilizing new tech-
nology when comprehensive distance learning starts in September.



Taking on new 
roles at Brooklyn
A huge shout out to Francine 

O’Connell, Julie Stout, 
Mark Emerson and Sharon Paine 
for their flexibility in adapting to 
new roles next year. 

These specialists will be 
fantastic additions to our grade 
level teams for the 20/21 school 
year. Our students, staff and 
families will benefit greatly from 
this talented group of educators. 
Thank you Francine, Julie, Mark 
and Sharon for doing what it 
takes to meet the challenges of 
the upcoming school year. 

Phil Anderson, 
Brooklyn principal

To Brooklyn staff:
Thank you Mrs. Lattin for 

all you do for students and 
staff.

Thanks as well to Melissa 
Garner for all her help and under-
standing.

Thank you Kelsey for prepar-
ing your room for me.

Sharon Paine

Thank you, 
Mr. Flanagan
“It’s kind of fun to do the 

impossible.”- Walt Disney 
Fitting that Mr. Flanagan is 

a huge fan of Disney. I know I 
speak for myself, but also for our 
whole BMS family when I say 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU to our fearless 
leader Skye, or professionally 
Mr. Flanagan. 

This is a man who is devoted 
to his family, staff, students, and 
his community. Thank you Skye 
for “Driving this Bus”! Through 
your abilities to communicate, 
organize, encourage and build 
relationships, you have cultivated 
an environment here at BMS that 
is HAPPY! Mr. Flanagan has 
spent countless hours working 
hard to create a smooth process 

for us ALL. As we maneuvered 
through these last few months, 
he was always one step ahead 
looking to the future, making all 
of our jobs/lives a bit easier. 

Jen Trader

Thanks, Mark
During this time of un-

certainty, positivity and 
resilience are highly sought-after 
traits. I want to take a minute 
to recognize Mark Emerson 
for having both qualities. Mark 
has been willing to do anything 
asked and been infinitely patient 
when plans change. You are 
appreciated!

Angela Lattin

Registration work
Special thanks to all of the 

building secretaries who 
worked so diligently on getting 
registration information out to 
parents, despite the glitches in 
the new system.

Thank you Jennifer Trader for 
all of your great ideas and “how 
to” information for registration.

I really appreciate all of the 
staff being so patient and under-
standing with our new student in-
formation system PowerSchool. 
It is a huge undertaking in the 
best of times, and during this al-
ready stressful time, it only adds 
to the stress level. Thank you!!

And a note to parents: please 
be patient as we work out the 
kinks in the new system. It will 
be better, we promise!

Ellen Dentinger

To Kathleen:
Thank you to our Haines 

Elementary secretary, 
Kathleen Christensen. Kathleen 
juggles her duties with poise and 
patience, even while learning a 

new student information system. 
I appreciate Kathleen always 
working to get the job done, no 
matter what it takes. I couldn’t 
do it without you, Kathleen, and 
thank you!

Katy Collier, 
Haines principal

Thanks, Julie!
I’d like to recognize Julie 

Homan. She has been a 
great support in working with 
me when we needed to get a 
pamphlet created and out for 
our families before registration. 
Julie is a great team player and 
does beautiful work!  Thank you 
Julie!!

Debra Anderson

Thank you, Fawn
Thanks to Fawn Robertson 

for being our “substitute 
extraordinaire” during summer 
programming. Having someone 
who can step in on a whim made 
our program run smoothly!

Angela Lattin

For kindergartners
Shout out to the amazing 

folks who worked with the 
Kinder Boost program. It was a 
great experience for some of our 
incoming kindergarten students. 
Your willingness to give up some 
of your summer to help kids get a 
good start is greatly appreciated. 
Thanks!

Melissa Garner

We’ll miss Deb
Deb Stuchlik recently re-

tired from her position at 
the District office as the Special 
Education Assistant and has been 
training a new staff member and 
helping out in the district office. 
She wanted to make the tran-

sition with the new staff go as 
smoothly as possible especially 
with new Medicaid guidance 
being implemented. We will miss 
her expertise, friendship, dedica-
tion and cheerful personality.

CJ Gray

Painting the ‘B’
I would like to give a shout 

out to the seniors who paint-
ed the B above town yesterday. It 
was a steep, hot, sweaty, cactusy 
climb, but they got it done. We 
learned a lot about some more 
TLC the B needs and hope to fix 
it up in the future.

I want to also give a shout out 
to Millers Lumber for donat-
ing the paint and brushes to 
the seniors who painted the B 
above town. We appreciate your 
donation.

Toni Zikmund

To the IT team:
A big shout out to Lynde 

Roberts and his team.  
They have been working tireless-
ly getting technology purchased 
and then out to all the schools 
so that staff and teachers are 
ready to educate our students. 
The training given with the new 
technology, removing the old and 
bringing in the new.  Many hard 
hours rewiring etc in the heat of 
summer!  We all appreciate your 
dedication to our district.

CJ Gray

Thanks, Skye!
We would like to recog-

nize Skye Flanagan for 
his leadership and dedication to 
BMS and all of Baker School 
District. He worked tirelessly all 
summer (even though he doesn’t 
get paid for July) to keep up with 
changes and lead us through this 

unique Covid year. It does not go 
unnoticed! Thank you, Skye!

BMS Staff

Above and beyond
Shout out to Curtis and 

Stewart at  Brooklyn Pri-
mary. Thank you for the thought 
that went into making my class-
room look so awesome! They go 
above an beyond for our school!

Ashley Ballard

To the Kinder 
Boost team:
Shout out to the Kinder 

Boost team of Melissa Gar-
ner, Sharon Paine, Amy Younger, 
Jared Rogers, Eva Vaughan, Sa-
vannah Brown, Mitch Stephens, 
LeAnn Cripe, Josie Ash, Kellie 
Brandt and Sydney Younger for 
the time and efforts that went into 
providing an enriching summer 
opportunity for our incoming 
kindergarten students! It takes 
special people to give up their 
summers for our students! Thank 
you for giving our Kindergarten-
ers a “boost’!

Angela Lattin

To Jennifer Trader:
I want to give a very sincere 

shout out to Jennifer Trad-
er. Ms. Trader is an amazing, 
creative, hard-working person 
whose dedication and tenaci-
ty make her an essential piece 
of our team at Baker Middle 
School. 

Whether she is working late, 
thinking of creative ways to 
engage students, or finding ways 
to make everyone smile, she is 
always aware of what is neces-
sary to our success and she is 
willing to go the extra mile to 
make sure that success happens. 
This job wouldn’t be the same 
without her!

Skye Flanagan, 
BMS principal
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Building Healthy Families

Building Healthy Families 
is based in Enterprise and 

serves four counties — Wal-
lowa, Union, Baker and Mal-
heur.

BHF’s satellite office in Baker 
City has been located in North 
Baker School for six years, and 
will continue to offer program-
ming there when the Baker 
Early Learning Center (BELC) 
opens in October. BHF has 
also been a partner for Summer 
Academy.

“We’re excited for the BELC. 
It will give us a chance to grow 
and do more,” said Maria Weer, 
BHF executive director.

In Baker City, BHF offers 
parent education classes as well 
as activities for small children 
including play groups, ABC 
Music & Me, and Mini Moun-
taineers (these have paused 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic.) For students of middle 
school age, BHF has offered 
several Safe Sitter courses.

Soon they will add a diaper 

bank where BELC families can 
find baby supplies, and Harvest 
Share, which is an outreach of 
the Oregon Food Bank to offer 
fresh vegetables, fruit, and pan-
try staples.

BHF also offers Parent Cafe 
sessions to provide guided dis-
cussions for small groups. Weer 
said the plan is to offer these 
once a month at the BELC.

“We look forward to provid-
ing in-person classes,” she said.

To stay updated, check the 
Facebook pages for Building 
Healthy Families and Building 
Healthy Families - Baker City.

Grand opening

A grand opening of the 
Baker Early Learning Cen-
ter (BELC) is planned for 
10 a.m. Friday, Oct. 9. 
A family event is set for 
Oct. 10.

Community partners and Baker Early Learning Center

Child Care Resource and Referral:

Connecting families with quality child care

CaSandra Zeller is look-
ing forward to making 

connections with families when 
she begins spending time at the 
Baker Early Learning Center.

Zeller works as a quality im-
provement specialist for Child 
Care Resource & Referral. She 
staffs the Baker County office, 
which is one of eight satellite 
offices in Eastern Oregon.

Her role is to be a source 
of information for child care 
providers who need help with 
licenses, rules and regulations, 
and training classes.

She helps maintain the child 
care database that is accessed 
by dialing 2-1-1.

“We input information about 
child care providers into that 
system,” she said.

Her office is located in 
Basche-Sage Place in Baker 
City. Once the BELC opens in 
October, she plans to spend at 
least one day a week onsite.

Currently, she has 13 licensed 
child care providers in her 
database.

“And I have a handful of 
folks who are in the process of 
getting licensed,” she said.

She also has at least three 
dozen providers classified as 
“friends, family and neigh-
bors.” These situations, also 
known as unlicensed exempt 
care, are eligible for state 
payment (Employment Related 
Day Care). With the CARES 
Act, income eligibility limits 
have increased.

She knows that this fall’s 

distance learning will present 
challenges for parents across 
Oregon — and she’s been 
brainstorming with colleagues 
on how to address this new 
challenge.

For more information about 
Child Care Resource & Refer-
ral, email Zeller at czeller@
umchs.org or call her office at 
541-523-7838.

North Baker has undergone extensive construction this summer to be repurposed as the Baker 
Early Learning Center for preschool and kindergarten students.
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A boost for incoming kindergartners
August welcomed 32 soon-

to-be kindergarten stu-
dents to the classroom for 

the annual Kinder Boost program.
“We’ve had a great time,” said Me-

lissa Garner, who teaches kindergar-
ten and helps facilitate this program.

The five days of Kinder Boost 
were designed to introduce young 
students to the classroom — espe-
cially important this year with class-
es beginning as distance learning.

“Our focus is primarily on expo-
sure to the classroom and student 
skills,” Garner said.

The days had a bit of academics 
mixed in as well.

“We did some academics for 
pre-reading, name writing and rec-
ognition, and some number sense,” 
Garner said.

The Kinder Boost students were treat-
ed to a visit from this feathered visitor.

Kinder Boost introduced incoming 
kindergartners to a classroom setting 

with light academics.



With the new technol-
ogy, she can take her 

online students with her.
“The new doc camera is 

mobile so I can take it out-
doors,” she said.

She’ll utilize that option 
for an insect-collecting ex-
cursion and fire ecology unit.

She does acknowledge, 
however, that comprehensive 
distance learning isn’t quite 
the same as in-person.

“The tech is great, but I am 
still going to have to get cre-
ative with lessons,” she said.

Hands-on makes science 
come alive, and Sullivan 
says it will be difficult to 
make all lab supplies avail-
able for students who are 
learning at a distance.

But she’s getting creative.
“I am already planning 

some scientific model activ-
ities from repurposed gar-
bage....so parents if your kids 
are dumpster diving, don’t be 
alarmed it is probably be-
cause they are in one of my 
classes,” she said.

Although not ideal, she 
sees the advantage of the 
new system as compared to 
last spring.

“Overall, I am so thankful 
that we have a district and 
board that had the foresight 
of potential academic limita-
tions that would be imposed 
this school year, and that 
they collectively embraced 
the need to make distance 
learning the best that it could 
be for our students and for 
their families,” she said. 
“Not ideal, but definitely 

making lemonade out of 
lemons over here in 5J.”

A musical perspective
Dylan Francesconi jumped 

into distance learning last 
spring with the approach of 
a You Tube artist. He teaches 
band at Baker Middle School 
and Baker High School.

This fall he’ll have more 
technology at his fingertips, 
but will ease into his lessons 
for students.

“I see my start being very 
slow and steady,” he said. 
“As much as I’d love to hit 
the ground running, patience 
is going to be key because 
this is going to be a new way 
of doing things for every-
body.”

He said he discovered a 
passion for creating edu-
cational videos last spring. 
He took a break from video 
creation this summer during 
a part-time job assisting the 

IT department activate and 
install gadgets to be used by 
teachers and students.

“This new tech has a lot 
of great potential and can 
be utilized for all (and I do 
mean all) different teaching 
and learning types,” he said.

But he thinks it will take 
awhile to realize the full 
potential.

“It may take a little bit of 
time to get to a point where 
we’ve optimized our use of 
it,” he said. “Some teachers 
and students are going to 
want something that is very 
traditional, and others are go-

ing to want to dive into new 
ways to create or participate 
in a well-crafted and engag-
ing online class.”

He’s excited for the pos-
sibilities created by touch 
screen televisions and 
high-quality cameras that 
can follow teachers as they 
move about the room during 
lessons. The technology will 
also help Francesconi in 
creating more instructional 
videos.

“I will be able to really 
dive into some of my cre-
ative ideas. That can be a 
double edged sword though,” 

he said. 
He has a vast variety 

of tools to work with this 
school year, which will at 
least begin with distance 
learning.

“My creative mind has 
been bouncing all over the 
place with cool ways I can 
utilize the new tech to fit my 
teaching style, but I need 
to get a chance to meet all 
my students —  even if it’s 
through Zoom — and get 
instruments in their hands 
first,” he said. “One step at a 
time.”
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Distance Learning:
‘I’m already 

planning some 
scientific model 
activities from 

repurposed 
garbage.’

- Nicole Sullivan, BHS 
science teacher, on 

getting creative with 
distance learning

Dylan Francesconi demonstrates the new technology in his classroom. He teaches band at Bak-
er Middle School and Baker High School.
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A wrap up of Baker Summer Academy

Melissa Garner hands out goodies at a drive-thru parent night 
held during Kinder Boost, a shorter program that followed 
Summer Academy.

First graders 
created self 
portraits.

Creating a beaver dam was one of the hands-
on projects during Summer Academy.

A milk carton, sticks and glue can become a birdhouse at Summer Academy.

Students designed and built their own version 
of a paper airplane.

The 2020 session of Baker Summer Academy ran for 
five weeks with smaller class sizes to meet state re-

quirements for summer camps during the coronavirus pan-
demic. Although field trips were not allowed, many com-
munity partners participated virtually with cooking classes, 
exercise, financial lessons, outdoor excursions and more.

“Our staff and community partners thought outside the box 
this year to ensure the highest quality programming aligned 
to OHA guidelines for safety. The final results and academ-
ic gains we are seeing are impressive,” said Angela Lattin, 
Summer Academy director.



August is National Immuni-
zation Awareness Month. 

Vaccines are required for atten-
dance at all schools in Oregon 
— public, private, charter and 
alternative schools, as well as 
preschools, Head Start programs, 
and certified child care facilities.

Immunizations are also re-
quired for students attending 
school online.

Due to the challenges of 
COVID-19 and changes in the 
school registration process, this 
year Baker County Health De-
partment was not able to provide 
immunizations at school registra-
tion.

Families can get copies of their 
student’s immunizations from 
the Baker County Health Depart-
ment by calling 541-523-8211 or 
stopping by at 3330 Pocahontas 
Road.

Oregon requires immunization 
against 11 vaccine-preventable 
diseases: diphtheria, tetanus, per-
tussis (whooping cough), polio, 
varicella (chickenpox), measles, 
mumps, rubella, Hepatitis B, 
Hepatitis A, Hib (only for chil-
dren under 5).

Additional vaccines that are not 
required, but are recommended, 
include: pneumococcal, menin-
gococcal, HPV, rotavirus, and 
influenza.

The BCHD can print records in 
advance for pick or these can be 

sent to families by fax, mail or 
email. It does not have access to 
records for immunizations com-
pleted out of state.

It is the responsibility of the 
parent or guardian to provide 
immunization records to their 
child’s school. If you are unsure 
if the school has updated records, 
please call and check.

The health department staff said 
it is recommended for homes-
chooled students to keep up-to-
date on their immunizations and 
if your child must go to a testing 
center for homeschool, these will 
be required.
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District invests in 
new technology

In early August, the Baker School 
District board of directors voted to 

move the first day of school to Sept. 8, 
which would provide teachers with an 
extra week of training on new curricu-
lum and technology.

The district utilized CARES act mon-
ey to upgrade technology in every class-
room that will enhance the experience 
of comprehensive distance learning.

One aspect is a camera mounted in 
each room that will follow the teacher 
as he or she moves around — mimick-
ing a classroom experience for students 
tuning in from home.

New smart televisions make it pos-
sible for teachers to share their screens 
and lessons with students, from demon-
strating math lessons to dissecting a 
specimen in science.

Teachers will use the Zoom meeting 
app to meet with students, which will be 
more reliable than Google Meet, which 
was utilized in the spring.

Schoology
Another addition this year is the 

switch to a learning management system 
called Schoology. This system will 
replace Google Classroom and Fami-
lyLink.

Parents and guardians will be able 
to log in to Schoology and see each of 
their student’s progress in one place.

“They can see grades, attendance, 
what assignments are coming up, miss-
ing assignments and more,” said Skye 
Flanagan, principal of Baker Middle 
School.

Those with multiple children in the 
district can easily move between stu-
dents within the system.

“Schoology will be so helpful for fam-
ilies,” said Nicole Sullivan, who teaches 
science at Baker High School. “It will 

have all of their kids’ progress and class 
information in one spot so they don’t 
have to log in and out multiple different 
times.”

Through Schoology, parents with mul-
tiple children in the district can access 
each student’s information, and also 
have the ability to contact teachers.

Students will use Schoology to access 
Zoom links for live lessons, see which 
assignments are due, which ones are 
already graded, and find access to links 
and resources to support their learning.

“It’s a one-stop shop for all kids at all 
levels,” Flanagan said. “The fact that 
every one of our schools is implement-
ing the same program across the district 
is a huge benefit for everyone.”

Sullivan sees it as an improvement to 
the system used last spring.

“Although my students are still going 
to be learning from a distance, they are 
going to have a much more supportive 
system this fall,” she said.

Schools and the district will be push-
ing out notifications to families to help 
both parents and students learn how 
to log in to the system prior to school 
starting. 

“It’s been a heavy lift this summer, 
but we are extremely excited about what 
we will be offering to our students this 
fall,” Flanagan said.

Advice about 
immunizations

Vaccines required for school-age 
children, as well as preschools 

and Head Start students

Immunizations

What: Immunizations are 
required for public, private, 
charter, and alternative 
schools. Also for pre-
schools, Head Start pro-
grams and certified child 
care facilities. Immuniza-
tions are also required for 
students attending school 
online.

Where: Vaccines are 
available at the Baker 
County Health Department, 
3330 Pocahontas Road. To 
schedule an appointment, 
call 541-523- 8211.

Schoology

Students will use Schoology to 
keep track of classes, assignments 
and grades. Parents and guardians 
can log in and check progress. 
Those with multiple children in 
the student can check on every 
student’s work in one place.
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School meal program update
Although students will not 

physically return to school 
buildings this fall, Baker School 
District will ensure that nutritional 
needs are met by delivering food to 
various sites along bus routes.

Meals will also be available at 
Baker High School in the bus lane.

School meals will be served on 
school days only. Offerings for each 
day will include one hot lunch and 
a cold breakfast for the following 
day. Bus stop serving sites will move 
quickly, so it is important to be at the 
location no later than the time listed 
(see box at below right).

The district website will maintain 
updated information about meal 
deliveries. To see the current list 
of locations and times, please visit 
baker5j.org.

Those who are unable to access 
meals at the current sites can call 
Jessica Dalton at 541-524-2260 to 
discuss other arrangements.

As of now, meals will only be 
available to students enrolled in the 
Baker School District. Meal ac-
counts will be charged to those who 
have not been pre-approved for the 
current school year for free meals 
through the application process. Fed-
eral legislation is pending that may 
allow offering meals to non-attend-
ing children, however at this time, 
meal offerings are available only to 
enrolled students.

Students or parents who pick up 
meals will need to provide the stu-
dent’s name in order to receive the 
meals.

More families can now qualify 
for free meals due to the Oregon 
Legislature expanding the income 
guidelines with a 62% increase. Visit 
baker5j.strataapps.com now to apply.
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BHS parking spots 
on sale for 
senior class

Parking spots in the Baker 
High School student lot are 
now on sale again for the class 
of 2021. Only seniors are eligi-
ble to purchase a spot, which 
range in cost from $15 to $35 
depending on location.

Proceeds go to the class of 
2021.

Seniors who are interested 
can fill out this Google Form to 
apply: https://forms.gle/6FE-
WrKtS7bNmzhn16. Students 
will need to submit a design 
sketch and the top three pref-
erences for location.

For more details, go to http://
bit.do/fHCJ8.

Caitlyn Calaway prepares to serve meals during the school district’s summer 
program. Meal locations will expand for the school year while students are 
attending from home.

Route 1:
11:30 a.m.: the Grange at Hughes 
and Cedar
11:40 a.m.: Idlewood Park
11:50 a.m.: Birch and G streets
Noon: Elm Street Apartments
12:10 p.m.: 13th & H and 15th & H

Route 2:
11:30 a.m.: Churchill School
11:40 a.m.: Golf Course
11:50 a.m.: South Baker Park on 
Colorado Street
Noon: Baker City Christian 
Church
12:10 p.m.: Laundry mat on Elm 
Street

Route 3:
11:30 a.m.: Baker Middle School
11:45 a.m.: South Baker
Noon: Brooklyn Elementary

Baker High School
11:30-12:30 p.m.

Haines
11:30 a.m.: Haines Elementary
11:45 a.m.: 3rd and Olsen streets

Sumpter
Pre-set addresses

For updates to these sites and times, 
check baker5j.org.

School meal sites for distribution
 *Please observe physical distancing guidelines by staying 6 feet away from others 

not in your household. Face coverings are highly recommended.


