
Being creative and flexible 
is the goal for 2020, and 

music teachers in Baker School 
District rose to the challenge 
when school started in Sep-
tember with comprehensive 
distance learning.

Then they changed again, 
when grades K-6 returned 
in-person in October.

“When we returned to in-per-
son school, we started off with 
singing and clapping while 
I devised a good system for 
getting instruments out safely,” 
said Duncan Titus, music teach-
er at South Baker Intermediate 
School and Haines Elementary.

Dylan Francesconi teaches 
band for Baker Middle and 
Baker High School. During 
distance learning, he noticed 
many students were shy about 
playing instruments at home. 
He noticed a change as soon as 
students in grades 7-12 were 
allowed to come back once a 
week in November.

His goal is to create perfor-
mances to replace the winter 
concerts. This will be a chal-
lenge with only four students 
allowed per day, but he has a 
plan.

“If I have all my cohorts 
playing the same music, I can 
record each on their respec-
tive days and then stack their 
recordings on top of each other, 
much like a professional band 
would do in a studio,” he said.  

“Once we have some music 
that we recorded ourselves, we 
can film ‘performances’ in our 
space here at the high school 
with props and costumes or 
whatever will make the videos 
fun.”

To help with health guide-
lines, Francesconi changed 
his program a bit. For one, he 
“temporarily abandoned” wind 
instruments, and instead has 
all band students trying guitar, 
electric piano, drums or electric 
bass. He’s set up stations in a 
way so students are at a safe 
distance from each other.

Titus is also finding safe 
ways to get instruments in kids’ 
hands. Take, for instance, how 
he taught “The Ghost of John” 
in October.

“During that lesson, we had 
finger cymbals, shakers, claves, 
and 3 different sizes of mallet 

instruments out in the students’ 
hands, which let us create a 
soundscape that combined with 
the lyrics of the song for a fun, 
spooky effect,” he said. “I’m 
having a wonderful time work-
ing with the kids even with the 
masks and all the sanitizing we 
need to do to keep everyone 
safe and healthy.”

Tanner Denne teaches choir 
at BMS and BHS. This fall, 
he worked with his students to 
create voice recordings that he 
then turned into a radio show.

“I had them choose songs 
they were familiar with and 
enjoy singing,” Denne said.

With no in-person perfor-
mances on the horizon, he made 
the radio show available to par-
ents. He’ll create another one 
with winter and holiday-themed 
songs.

“Fun, jazzy pieces,” he said.

The silver lining to distance 
learning, he said, is that it 
allowed him to work with each 
student on a more individu-
al basis as they refined their 
recordings.

“I’ll know each student’s 
voice better from this fall,” he 
said.

Mark Emerson teaches music 
at Brooklyn Primary and Baker 
Early Learning Center.

“The students are enjoying 
music in their classrooms,” 
he said. “Activities include 
singing, dancing/movement 
at their desk, body percussion 
activities, echo games, reading 
rhythms, and learning musical 
terms and dynamic markings.”

In place of traditional per-
formances, he records short 
videos of in-class performances 
that teachers send to caregivers 
through ParentSquare.
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Thanks for helping
I would like to give a shout 

out to Rebecca Colton and 
Lisa Young for their assistance in 
getting our data cleaned up after 
the roll over.  

They both assisted with veri-
fying or correcting student data 
after importing it into the new 
Student Information System. 
This is important so accurate data 
is sent to the Oregon Department 
of Education. I greatly appreciate 
their help and cheerful attitudes 
helping me get this done before 
required due dates.

CJ Gray

To Toni and Anne:
Shout out to Toni Nick-

ell and Anne Nemec for 
spending the afternoon designing 
a new tool so a kindergarten 
student could get in/out of the 
building independently. These 
two ladies are genuine. Their 
dedication and enthusiasm is 
contagious, and we love it at 
Baker Early Learning Center!

Angela Lattin

Ruth and Terry 
helped a lot!
This is a big shout-out to 

some of our friends at Bak-
er Middle School! Thank you to 
Ruth Woodworth, who took time 
in August and September to help 
get our Chromebook checkout 
system cataloged. We couldn’t 
have sorted through that process 
without you. Thank you also to 
Terry Everson, who made a trip 
to Haines to re-work our bell 
schedule and setup. We wouldn’t 
know when to go to recess and 
end school without your help! 
Thanks to you both.  

Katy Collier

Amazing paras
Amanda Washington and 

Britta Yates are amazing 
paras!! They both are in my room 

throughout the day with a posi-
tive attitude and a desire to make 
differences in children’s lives. 
They go above and beyond daily. 
I truly appreciate you both!!

Jill Welter

Thanks, Skye!
A huge shout out to Skye 

Flanagan for all of his 
work on Schoology and for 
responding to my crazy weekend 
emails! I appreciate all you are 
doing to help us figure out this 
program.

Toni Zikmund

Emoke and Liz are 
amazing!
Shout out to Emoke Marvin 

and Liz Smock — two 
amazing ladies who take care of 
all of us at the BELC/ECIHS/
North Baker facility.

Angela Lattin

Playground fix at 
Keating School
Thank you, Baker City 

Parks Department and 
O’Connell Excavating!

We are so thankful at Keat-
ing Elementary to be blessed 
with great community support.  
Joyce Bornstedt, who works 
for Baker City Public Works, 
noticed that our playground 
could use help in the area of 
wood chips. Joyce asked us 
if we could use them at Keat-
ing! Of course we can use the 
wood chips was our immediate 
response!

With the help of O’Connell 
Excavating, the chips were 
loaded on a dump truck and 
brought out to our playground.  

Then the wood chips were 
spread out by Jeremy, who 
is part of the school district 
maintenance team. As you can 
see, it takes a number of people 
to make a project happen. The 
playground looks great and we 
are thankful that the community 
supports Keating 100%.

Amanda Wilde

School cooks are 
amazing!
I would like to give a shout 

out to the lunch ladies at 
South Baker Intermediate. They 
have been amazing in helping to 
organize our in class breakfasts 
and lunches. There have been 
quite a few hiccups that they’ve 
had to overcome and I appreci-
ate the sunny smiles and helpful 
attitudes... no matter what we 
have asked of them.  You gals 
ROCK!!

Angie Hays

To Jill Welter:
Shout out to Jill Welter for 

caring about everyone.
Angela Lattin

Letters, signs for 
veterans
Eleven hospice patients 

who are veterans will be 
getting a yard poster thanking 
them for their service thanks 
to the amazing Julie Homan at 
print shop.  Also, thanks to my 
wonderful 2nd grade team for 
having students write letters to 
our veterans.

Jill Welter

Homecoming help
Thank you to these BHS 

staff members who helped 

to plan the Homecoming event 
and to those that volunteered 
their personal time to make sure 
the seniors were celebrated: 
Dawna Blincoe, Robbie Langrell, 
Jason Ramos, Buell Gonzales, 
Greg Mitchell, Maggie Banta, 
Angie Johnson, Jesse Taub, 
Becky Cross, Chelsea Hurliman, 
and Kati Stuchlik.

Toni Zikmund

To the SPED team
Thank you to Eva Vaughan 

and our special education 
team at Brooklyn Primary for 
endlessly working to provide 
support for our young learners. 
She does this with a smile and an 
excellent attitude. The support 
of the SPED team is greatly 
appreciated!

Megan Berry

Lunch heroes
Sending a shout out to Darcy 

McCauley and  Melanie 
Daniels at South Baker. They 
never have an easy job, coordi-
nating lunches for the hungry 
youth of Baker, but throw in bus-
es that roll in after the teachers 
have entered their lunch counts, 
logistics, and other unseen 
obstacles, these ladies have been 
pretty darn incredible! I can’t 
even tell you how many times 
they’ve zipped additional food 
to my room with a smile on their 
faces. Thanks ladies!

Erin Callahan

Thanks, BEA
Thank you to our BEA team 

for representing teachers, 
answering questions and ex-
plaining, with patience, the many 
things going on this school year. 
Thanks Francine O’Connell, Toni 

Myers and all other BEA team 
members!

Megan Berry

To older siblings:
Thank you!
A big shout-out and thanks 

to all of the older sib-
ling students that helped their 
younger brothers and sisters 
navigate Comprehensive Dis-
tance Learning, while at the same 
time navigating their own way 
through their course studies! You 
are all amazing young men and 
young ladies! We appreciate all 
you have done for them and for 
your parents!

Ma’lena Wirth

To 5J maintenance:
The BSD 5J maintenance 

crew — all of them — de-
serve a giant shout out. This team 
goes above and beyond to get the 
job done. Special thanks to Alan 
Glover and Curtis Dunn for coor-
dinating all the projects, no mat-
ter the size, that need to be done. 
Huge thanks to Dean Bowman 
for his heating/cooling expertise 
and the positive attitude it takes 
to deal with a finicky boiler (and 
for sharing that his mom used to 
work at North Baker - taking the 
time to find her picture warmed 
our hearts). We have great folks 
working here.

Angela Lattin

To all the kinder 
families:
Shout out to the kindergar-

ten moms, dads, grandpar-
ents, families, and caregivers 
out there who trust us to love 
and teach your children. We 
missed the kids when we didn’t 
get to see them in-person. It’s 
so nice to have the laughter and 
smiles back in the classroom. 

Angela Lattin
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Travel opportunities on the horizon

As with so many events 
in 2020, planned trips 

for Baker High and Baker 
Middle School students were 
canceled.

Chelsea Hurliman, BHS 
vice principal and lead planner 
for the travel opportunities, is 
hopeful for 2021.

In a letter to families, she 
described the benefits to these 
trips:

“The past 7 years I have had 
the opportunity to travel with 
many students as well as their 
families to places all over 
Europe, Central America and 
the East Coast,” she said. “We 
have covered thousands of 
miles, met new people, experi-
enced new cultures, tried new 
foods and learned the history 
of some of the most amazing 
places in the world. Nothing is 
more satisfying than learning 
through travel.”

All travel is booked through 
Education First (EF Tours). 
To learn more, go to EFtours.
com. 

Although subject to change, 
here is a list of the next 
planned trips:

Ancient Mediterranean
If you are a high school 

student in March 2021 we will 
be traveling to the Ancient 
Mediterranean which will in-
clude Rome, Pompeii, Delphi, 
Athens and Crete. Emphasis 
on ancient civilizations his-
tory, and architecture. Tour # 
2121235NH

Galapagos Islands
If you are a high school 

student in June 2021 we will 
be traveling to the Galapa-
gos Islands with an emphasis 
rooted in ecology and animal 
science. Tour #2121237EP

D.C. and New York
If you are a 7th or 8th grader 

in March 2022 you are eligi-
ble to travel to Washington 
D.C. and New York. Emphasis 
on our nation’s history. Tour 
#2390884NJ 

There is a $500 discount if 
you sign up before Dec. 31.

 

Peru
If you are a high school 

student in June 2022 we will 
be traveling to Peru and the 
Amazon rainforest. Emphasis 
on Peruvian culture, Machu 
Picchu, and ecology of  the 

Amazon rainforest. Tour 
#3650306

Website
Visit EFtours.com for spe-

cific information on a tour — 
each tour number is listed in 
the bullets above. 

The website includes infor-
mation on cost, itineraries, and 
how EF operates their tours. 
They have a monthly payment 
plan.

“We have also organized 
several fundraising opportuni-
ties in the past and would be 
more than willing to get that 
ball rolling again,” Hurliman 
said.

For information about these 
travel opportunities, email 
chelsea.hurliman@bakersd.
org.

Trips — abroad and domestic — are planned for 2021 and 2022

The travel group poses for a photo during their trip to Costa Rica in 2018.

About EF Tours

These trips are organized 
through the company 
Education First. The EF 
mission is to “provide 
immersive, life-changing 
education.”

To learn more, visit 
EFtours.com. For 
information about trips 
for Baker students, email 
Chelsea Hurliman at 
chelsea.hurliman@
bakersd.org.

Paris, 2019
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What is contact tracing?
The phrase “contact trac-

ing” is nearly as com-
mon as “COVID-19” 

these days. But what does it 
mean for you?

Contact tracing is the process 
undertaken by public health 
officials to let people know 
they’ve been in close contact 
to someone who tested positive 
for COVID-19.

The goal is to slow the spread 
of coronavirus.

If you receive a call, you will 
be asked to quarantine, which 
means to stay home for 14 days 
after you were near someone 
with COVID-19 even if you 
don’t feel sick. The reason 
behind this is that some people 
with COVID-19 do not have 
symptoms and can unknowing-
ly spread the virus.

During that 14-day period, 
contact tracers will ask you to 
report your temperature and 
any symptoms that you have. If 
you have symptoms that might 
be COVID-19, they’ll ask you 
to get a COVID-19 test, and 
inquire about who you were 
in contact with before starting 
quarantine.

After 14 days, if you still feel 
fine, quarantine ends.

Contact tracing is not a new 
practice. According to the 
Oregon Health Authority, in 
Oregon local public health 
authorities use contact tracing 
to prevent the spread of many 
types of diseases, like measles.

“Isolation and quarantine 
can help keep our schools open 
during this pandemic,” said Dr. 
Lamb, public health officer. “An 
individual case of COVID-19 
won’t shut the schools down, 
but an outbreak might.”

When to stay home
He said many of the viruses 

that cause the common cold 
have symptoms identical to 
COVID-19. Students with 
cough, temperature 100.4 or 
higher, chills, shortness of 
breath, difficulty breathing, 
or new loss of taste or smell 
should be kept home.

The School Based Health 
Center is available to evaluate 
these as well as other symptoms 
for students K-12. Hours are 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Mondays through 
Thursdays at Baker High 
School. Call 541-524- 2646 
before taking your child in for 
COVID-like symptoms. They 
will be evaluated outside.  

If your child has symptoms, 
keep them at home until 10 
days have passed since symp-
toms first appeared, greater than 
24 hours after the last fever, and 
symptoms are improving.  If 
they are told to quarantine, it 
will be 14 days after exposure 
to a known case of COVID-19.

Symptoms of COVID-19
• Cough
• Shortness of breath or diffi-

culty breathing
• Fever or chills
• Muscle or body aches
• Sore throat
• Fatigue
• Headache
• Nausea, vomiting or diar-

rhea
• Congestion or runny nose
• Loss of taste or smell

Information
Contact tracers will share in-

formation about how to prevent 
the spread of the virus,  how 
to care for yourself and your 
family, and how to connect with 

resources near you.

The Questions
A contract tracing call is nev-

er automated so you will talk to 
a real person. When a contact 
tracer calls, these are the ques-
tions you will be asked:

• For your name, date of birth, 
and where you live

• If you have any symptoms 
of COVID-19

• If there are any resources 
you need to help you quaran-
tine, such as groceries

• If you will monitor your 
temperature and symptoms 
and report them to the contact 
tracing team

• For your race, ethnicity, 
language and disability infor-
mation

Be wary of scams
A contact tracer will never 

ask for your Social Security 
number, bank account or credit 
card number, or immigration 
status. Also, a contact tracer 
will not say you need to pay for 
the service, or make a threat to 
put you or your family in jail if 
you don’t speak to the contact 
tracer.

If you suspect fraud, hang up 
the phone and do not answer 
any other calls that come from 
that number. 

Report the activity to the Fed-
eral Trade Commission online 
at www.consumer.ftc.gov.

Health Department
If you have questions or con-

cerns, please contact the Baker 
County Health Department, 
541-523-8211.

School by the 
numbers

Baker School District is 
serving 736 elementary 

students every school day 
with in-person instruction, 
and 658 secondary students 
who are attending school one 
day per week.

Additionally, 145 students 
are enrolled in Eagle Cap 
Innovative High School and 
100 students are attending 
Baker Virtual Academy. 

When a student tests pos-
itive for COVID-19, his or 
her class is quarantined. So 
far, six students have tested 
positive. As of Dec. 2, 122 el-
ementary students have been 
quarantined since Oct. 14. 

No secondary students have 
tested positive.

According to Superinten-
dent Mark Witty, in each of 
these cases the virus was 
contracted outside of school. 
None of the students con-
tracted COVID-19 while in 
school, based on informa-
tion from the Baker County 
Health Department. 

Since July 1, there have 
been 7 staff cases quarantined 
due to school exposure. To 
date, none of the staff mem-
bers quarantined in this way 
have contracted COVID-19. 

There have been 28 staff 
cases quarantined due to 
events outside of school. 

To date, a total of three staff 
cases have tested positive. 

“This means that the hard 
work of sanitizing, appropri-
ately wearing masks, regular 
hand washing and keeping 
physical distancing of at least 
6 feet is working, “Witty 
said. “It remains imperative 
that we continue with fidelity 

on these measures to protect 
ourselves and as a service to 
others.”

He said this also means that 
operating in-person instruc-
tion has not contributed to 
community spread in Baker 
County. 

“It does seem feasible that 
it is safer for students to be in 
school than in the community 
because while in school they 
are following strict proto-
cols,” he said.

He added that giving 
students the opportunity for 
in-person instruction sets 
the stage for better academic 
outcomes, provides emotional 
support, and allows students 
to socialize in a safe manner. 

Currently, BSD is able to 
have in-person instruction 
under the rules due to the 
Safe Harbor clause. Which 
essentially means the district 
was able to move to in-person 
school under previous guid-
ance. 

This will no longer be the 
case on Jan. 4, 2021. At that 
time BSD will be required to 
align with the new guidance. 
Witty said this means that if 
Baker County continues to 
incur COVID-19 cases at the 
current rate, the district would 
move back to comprehensive 
distance learning with limited 
in-person instruction.

 Witty said it is possible 
the Oregon Health Authority 
and Oregon Department of 
Education may revise the 
guidance based on real data 
from schools before the Jan. 4 
deadline.
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School board 
looks at bond 
for May 2021
The Baker School Dis-

trict board of directors 
is considering a $4 million 
bond request for the May 2021 
election.

The 5-year bond would cost 
68 cents per $1,000 assessed 
value (not real market value). 
For example, it would cost $68 
per year for a tax assessment of 
$100,000.

This bond, if approved by 
voters, would leverage addi-
tional funds, including:

• $4 million OSCIM match-
ing grant

• $4 million from Baker 
School District (capital project 
and Student Investment Ac-
county funds)

This would result in $12 mil-
lion for bond projects.

School board member 
Andrew Bryan emphasizes 
the chance to get matching 
funds from the state if the bond 
passes.

“It’s dollar per dollar,” he 
said. “When’s the last time 
someone offered to match your 
money?”

Proposed projects
The top priority would focus 

on safety and security at all 
schools, including:

• Key card system to control 
access to buildings

• Security cameras
• New public address system 

with full campus coverage
• Door sensors

• New fire alarm system
Other proposed  security proj-

ects include adding secure entry 
vestibules at Brooklyn Primary 
and South Baker Intermediate.

Potential facility upgrades are 
also part of the proposed bond, 
including:

• Replace mechanical systems 
and upgrade electrical service 
at all schools (heating, cooling, 
ventilation)

• Replace roof at South Baker 
Intermediate School

• Construct a 5,000-square-
foot stand-alone building at 
Baker Middle School for use as 
a cafeteria/kitchen and multi-
purpose room.

Next steps
The district will collect 

staff and community feedback 
through a survey that goes live 
December 8. Find the link at 
www.baker5j.org and on the 
BSD Facebook page.

Another option is public dis-
cussion and feedback at future 
school board meetings.

Culinary arts takes the 
delivery approach

Kristen Anderson’s ap-
proach to her Culinary 

Arts classes changed dramat-
ically when school started 
with comprehensive distance 
learning.

To ensure her students had 
the hands-on experience of 
preparing food, Anderson 
spent countless hours prep-
ping ingredients for her 65 
students.

Once a month she distribut-
ed a bag packed with every-
thing they needed to create 
four recipes. She pre-mea-
sured everything from flour to 
milk to vanilla to butter.

“I did over 2,000 little con-
tainers,” she said.

Her students made one recipe 
each week after watching Anderson’s live 
demonstration. They then made the recipe, 
took a selfie with their food, and submit-
ted a review form.

As a CTE (career and technical educa-
tion) program, she was able to bring small 
groups back to the classroom in late Sep-
tember. When all students came back one 
day a week in November, she had more 
in-class time, but not enough to create 
full recipes. For now, she will continue 
filling bags and containers to keep the kids 
cooking.

On Nov. 19, Baker City and Baker County 
sent a test message on the emergency alert/
mass notification system.

If you did not receive an alert, city and 
county officials encourage you to sign up for 
emergency alerts, which could include evacu-
ations, boil water recommendations, shelter in 
place alerts, or weather warnings.

To register, visit www.bakercounty.org and 
click on “Sign up for Emergency Alerts.” This 
service is free of charge, although standard text 
messaging rates or charges may apply. 

You can also receive alerts through the app 
AlertSenseMyAlerts (Apple) or MyAlerts (An-
droid). If you need assistance in registering, 
call 541-523-0015.

Are you signed up for alerts?

Culinary Arts instructor Kristen Anderson estimates she’s 
filled 2,000 of these containers for student cooking kits.

Each bag contained enough ingredients for four 
recipes. Students made one each week.

Survey

A community survey 
about the proposed 
bond will go live Dec. 8 at 
www.baker5j.org and on 
the district’s Facebook 
page.
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Spotlights
Happenings from 

around the district

Haines Elementary students sported costumes for a Halloween celebration.

Artwork by Keating Elementary students has been on featured in the student gallery at 
Crossroads Carnegie Art Center this fall.

Second-graders at Brooklyn Primary wrote notes to 
veterans, and posters of thanks were delivered as well 
in honor of Veterans Day.
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School meals adjust to the times
Keeping kids fed during 

a pandemic has been...
interesting.

When school moved to 
distance learning in March, 
Baker School District nutrition 
director Jessica Dalton and her 
cafeteria crews quickly devised 
a way to make sure students 
still had access to nutritional 
food.

In mere days the district 
rolled out a plan to provide 
meals — lunch as well as 
breakfast for the next day — in 
a drive-thru, no-contact style.

Dalton never knew how many 
families would pick up meals.

“In the spring, there were 
times when meal counts would 
jump by 150 or more from one 
day to the next, that type of 
fluctuation is incredibly difficult 
to plan for,” she said.

When school ended in 
June, the meal program 

continued in the drive-thru 
fashion.

All children age 18 and 
younger had access to free 
meals.

As summer waned into fall, 
Baker School District began 
with comprehensive distance 
learning, which meant students 
attended classes from home.

Dalton ramped up the meal 
program. She and district cooks 
prepared meals that were then 
loaded onto buses and delivered 
to locations around town.

Of course, no sooner would 
Dalton publish a route schedule 
than something would change 
with school and she’d have to 
start over.

In October, grades K-6 were 
allowed to return in-person.

But there could be no tradi-
tional cafeteria dining due to 

maintaining physical distance. 
Students are kept in their 
“cohort” classroom and don’t 
interact with other classes. This 
helps with contact tracing in 
case a student tests positive.

Instead of using the cafeteria, 
breakfast and lunch are deliv-
ered to the classrooms.

“Everything has to be indi-
vidually wrapped,” said Patty 
McGinnis, who is in her third 
year cooking at Haines Elemen-
tary.

Each morning she packages 
the breakfast items and delivers 
to classrooms using one tote for 
hot food and another for cold.

“We had to purchase insulat-
ed bags for every K-6 class-
room along with carts to help 
us transport the meals,” Dalton 
said.

An hour after delivering 
breakfast, McGinnis retrieves 
the totes, disinfects each one, 
then starts preparing lunches.

Although she sees the stu-
dents when delivering meals, 
the interaction is far from 
typical.

“I don’t get face-to-face time 
with the kids,” she said. “I real-
ly miss that.”

At South Baker Intermediate, 
Darcy McCauley is also in her 
third year in the kitchen.

She misses seeing the kids 
at mealtime, but does wave to 
those she sees in the hall during 
food deliveries.

And sometimes she makes 
multiple trips because, in order 
to accommodate smaller num-
bers of students on each bus, 
children sometimes arrive after 
the daily lunch count. This can 
mean scrambling in the kitchen, 
but McCauley makes five to 10 
extra meals just in case.

Packing everything separately 
is more time-consuming than 
the traditional meal preparation.

“It makes a big difference 

in time, getting it all washed, 
cut, and put in bags,” she said. 
“We’re always prepping the day 
before.”

At Brooklyn Primary, Karla 
Shute also misses the bustle and 
noise of a full cafeteria.

“The kitchen is a lot quieter, 
the cafeteria is quiet,” she said.

The Brooklyn crew arrives at 
6 a.m. and delivers breakfast by 
7:55 a.m. — before kids arrive. 
Then they start preparing for 
the three lunch periods and de-
liver those to a location outside 
the classroom doors.

She hopes that winter will 
bring PE inside to liven up the 
gymnasium.

“I’ll look forward to hearing 
a little bit of kid noise,” she 
said.

Although this year has 
presented challenge after 
challenge, Dalton is glad to see 

students returning to school.
“Although it does look a lot 

different this year, it has been 
great having the kids in the 
building,” she said. “You can 
just feel the good that it’s bring-
ing to their lives.”

Superintendent Mark Witty 
commended the work of the 
kitchen staff.

“I am very appreciative of the 
flexibility and focus of the team 
to feed our students,” he said. 
“This has been no easy task for 
Jessica Dalton and crew and I 
commend them on the job they 
are doing.”

Meal reminder
School meals are free for 

everyone through the end of the 
school year. Menus are easy to 
find on the app Choosi — sim-
ply choose your school and the 
day to see the offerings.

Each day includes four deliveries at Brooklyn Primary — one 
for breakfast, then three different lunch periods.

Karla Shute delivers meals outside the classrooms at Brooklyn 
Primary School.



8  December 2020 •  www.baker5j.org Bulldog Pride

A different type of storytime

To ensure Baker students still 
have lots of stories to hear, com-
munity members have volun-

teered to be recorded reading books for a 
program called StORytime 2020.

Local partners include Baker City Fire 
Department, Baker City Police Depart-
ment, Baker County Community Literacy 
Coalition, Baker County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Baker Early Learning Center, 
Baker School District staff and board 
members, Brooklyn Primary School, 
Child Care Resource & Referral, Eagle 
Cap Innovative High School, El Errade-
ro, EOU Head Start, and Oregon Trail 
Electric Cooperative.

Videos were recorded using the current 
safety guidelines: everyone was six feet 
apart, and in the same space for less than 
15 minutes. The collection of recorded 
stories are accessible to kindergarten 
teachers.
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Books for kids

The Baker County Community 
Literacy Coalition (BCCLC) and 
REAL (Read Everyday And Learn) 
provides free books to students 
as well as volunteers who read 
with children (which is currently 
on hold). BCCLC is a non-profit, 
established in 2002 to promote 
community wide literacy in Baker 
County. The Program serves more 
than 1,500 children in pre-K through 
6th grade across 15 schools, social 
service, and health agencies. We 
will give around 2,800 free books to 
students this school year! 

How can you help? You can make 
a monetary, tax deductible dona-
tion to the Literacy Program, C/O 
the Baker Library, 2400 Resort St., 
Baker City, OR 97814. Or contact 
Jessica Dougherty, literacy coordi-
nator, at momreading4fun@gmail.
com or 1-808-640-5900.

Volunteers are not allowed in schools, but students are 
still hearing great stories from community members

Maria Flores, taking a break from her job at El Erradero, reads a 
story in Spanish.

Jason Bybee, a firefighter with the Baker City Fire 
Department, also read a story.

Chris Peppers is a lineman for Oregon Trail Electric Cooperative.


